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Anindustry feels
the Ro yal tremors

ike O’Mara claims
that he is “raore con-
cerned than the

Queen” over the gossip now
centring on the marriage of
Prince Charles and Princess
Diana. One can believe him;
after all he has a whole indus-
try invested in our Royal fam-
ily. Charles and Diana, The
ITN Royal Year, and this
autumn, /Inside Buckingham
Palace.

True, Inside Kensington
Palace might have been a
more topical title, but Andrew
Morton’s inside track of what
actually goes on within Buck
House is not without its bit of
Royal frisson. He traced and
interviewed the gentleman
who, it will be recalled, broke
into the Palace and entered
the Queen’: sbedchamber

Mike O’Mara

‘Previous accounts, which

\ had it that the Queen kept him
| chatting, don’t seem to be cor-
iect,” says G'Mara. “The
man’s own account says Her

Majesty screamed, and ran
| out of the room in her night-
ie.”

Like much of the tittle-tat-
tle surrounding the Royals,
this revelation is unlikely to
draw forth an official denial;
on the other hand it is bound
to enthrall a vast audience of
readers who appear to buy
every book about the Royals
that is available. O’Mara
Books has its own mailing list,
and they write to O’Mara,
whom they clearly consider to
be an ultimate authority on
the First Family, saying things
like: “I’ve bought every one of
your firm’s books — and sev-
eral copies of each.” Or: “I’ve
got 750 Royal books at
home”.

Small wonder O’Mara,
whose publishing house is
now in its sixth year, confesses
more than a passing interest
in the survival of the Royals.
Yet while much of the firm’s
good fortune — and this year
promises to be its best ever —
rests on Royal books —
Michael O’Mara Books has
other, potentially formidable,
shotsinitslocker.

This very week sees the
publication of Betrayal at
Pearl Harbor, which contains
a number of starling allega-
tions, and which has already
attracted official attention
and displeasure.

One of its co-authors, Eric
Nave, a former code-breaker
with the Royal Australian
Navy, claims that he broke the
Japanese naval code, and that
it gave Winsion Churchiii
advance notice of the attack
on Pearl Harbour; but the
book suggests that Churchill
never passed on the informa-
tion to Roosevelt. Pearl
Harbour was attacked, and
the US entered the war.

Government sources have

“enied even the existence of

the code in question, JN 25,
although what are said to be
extracts from it are repro-
duced in the book; US official
sources have also denied all
knowledge of the affair, but
this week it looked as if the
book could make consider-
able headlines.

O’Mara’s eye for a big sell-
er is well-practised. After he
left Weidenfeld in 1985 to
start his own company, his
first two books were Alastair
Burnet’s Queen Mother, which
went straight to Number One,
and the ITN Royal Year, which
ended up selling 400,000
copiesin hardback.

“So I didn’t need to go to
the bank,” he grins engaging-
ly.

O’Mara believes that the
ability to react at speed is one
of the great advantages the
small publisher has over the
conglomerate “Where it may
take three weeks to make a
decision.” Certainly he is
heavily involved in the pub-
lishing process, and he still
writes all the blurbs for the 35
books O’Mara are now pro-
ducing annually.

The numbers are set to
increase; so too is the turnover
which is round £2.5 million,
generated by a staff of thir-
teen, but not dramatically so.
In two or three years books
published could rise to 50
annually, an increase that to
some extent will be due to the
arrival of that assiduous find-
er of books, David Roberts.

Roberts is moving from
Weidenfeld, who are only
yards down the road from
O’Mara’s Clapham offices,
and is a long-time associate of
O’Mara’s. Indeed this is the
third time O’Mara has hired
him! The first was at
Rainbird, and later O’Mara
brought him to Weidenfeld
when he was MD there.

And there’s a place for
experiment, too. While non-
fiction has been the mainstay,
this autumn also sees the pub-
lication of what is described as
“a provocative first novel”.
Called A Darker Shade of Love,
it is by Anne Dunhill, a mem-
ber of the tobacco family,
which seems to prove that
there’s no fire without smoke.

That its pages generate a
certain amount of heat has
already been demonstrated.
By some error, the whole
manuscript was passed on to
Dulwich ~ College nursery
school, where Mike and
Lesley O’Mara’s children are
enrolled.

“We often send them stuff
as scrap paper, so they can
scribble on the back,”
explains O’Mara. “In this
instance one of the children
took a sheet home to her
mother, who read the reverse
side. She was very, very
shocked indeed. She’d never
read words like it, and she
rang the school to complain.”

No further endorsement
needed.
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Explosive
publication?

The launch the other day of
Michael O’Mara’s Betrayal at
Pearl Harbor, which took place
in the Cabinet War Rooms in
Whitehall, passed relatively
peaceably. But there was
already some evidence that the
book has its potentially explo-
sive aspects.

When areview copy was sent
to ABC Television one of their
security people simply didn’t
like the look of the parcel. The
police were summoned, and
they, in turn, equally suspicious,
turned out the bomb squad.

The building was evacuated,
the package delicately prised
apart, and the review copy was
revealed. Another  Pearl
Harbour surprise....

THE BOOKSELLER
7 JUNE 1991

Roberts joins O’Mara
David Roberts, who recently resigned as
publisher at Weidenfeld, is to join Michael
O’Mara Books on 1st August as editorial
director. Mr Roberts has also bought a
minority shareholding in the company.
Michael O’Mara who set up his epony-
mous company in 1985, first worked with
David Roberts 12 years ago, at Rainbird
and then at Weidenfeld. Commenting on
the appointment Mr O’Mara said: “I ex-
pect our list to expand a bit as a result,
with more biography and possibly more
television related titles as well.”

1625

The Cabinet Room

Wirston Chu
the Defence €
directing Brit:

Mike O’Mara, left, with co-author James Rus
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Harrods ban that book

HARRODS this week joined
Tesco in deciding it will not
sell the controversial Diana
Her True Story. The decision
by Harrods’ owners, the
House of Fraser group, affects
63 other department stores,

including Rackman’s in
Birmingham, Dingle’s in
Bristol and Kendall’s in

Manchester.

However the Harrods move
is unlikely to dent what now
promises to be a considerable
sales bandwagon. Even ASDA
told PN this week that “we’ve
had customers coming in to
order the book!”

All the trade wholesalers
report brisk business on the
title, and none of the major
chains appears to be having
any second thoughts over sell-
ing the book. It will certainly
be available at Royal warrant-
holders Hatchards. Dillons
Chairman Terry Maher told
PN: “We don’t act as censors.
This is a similar situation to
Rushdie, Maxwell ~ The
Outsider and the de Sade
books, though if it turned out
to be defamatory it would be a
different matter — although
even in those cases we’ve
taken a firm line in the past.”

THE DAILY MAIL
1 JUNE 1992

was accused yesterda;
pressurising Tesco

on the cess
in its supermarkets.

out of the
its

con
Tesco ‘chairman Sir Ian
cLaurin,

state of the royal

dropping plans to sell a
controversial bigfgraphy

’I‘ewo ordered nmo eopiu of
the book, Diana, Her True Sto-

ry, & month ago but backed

deal within days of

being made public last

Publisher Michael O’'Mara be-
lieves Palace officials tacted
, asking him not to
the book, which is said to re-
veal intimate details of the

“Tesco were enormously

| Daily Mail Reporter |

We didn’t block royal book
sale at Tesco, say Palace

BUCKINGHAM Palace

are behind the decision, which
he has attacked as censorship,

was not available for oomment
Ian.

story aj peared and said there
wasrynogubstaneeht

‘Tesco’s decision could cost it
over £54,000 t. Mr O’'Mara
does not intend to take

any
legal action for breach of
contract.
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Daily Mail, Friday, June 5, 1992

,..090' \ . .

‘Will that be everything, madam? All our Diana books and a box of matches . ..
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The secret

He rose from humble beginnings

to rub shoulders with the Royals.

Now, at 38, he is set to become a

millionaire with a book that

claims to reveal the secrets about

Diana. But what is the truth

about Andrew Morton? Today

we turn the tables on him and,

for the first time, print the facts

about the hack who struck gold

HE ROYAL press bus was
shuttling between photo
opportunities during the
Prince and Princess of
Wales’s visit to Japan
when talk turned to the fu-
ture of the monarchy. “It
will take 20 years to bring
down the House of Windsor,” one royal

| correspondent on board said. “And I am

rihappy to live off the collapse.”

is cynical prophecy, made six
years ago, was to come true, at least in
part, in spectacular fashion. For the
man making it was a Clark Kent looka-
like called Andrew Morton who is cur-
rently in the process of making himself
a happy millionaire through chroni-
cling the marital preblems of the royal
couple.

. Diana, Her True Story, is published
in 12 days’ time after weeks of rumour,
cloak-and-dagger secrecy and, above
all, a brilliant public relations opera-
tion. What is certain is that it is the
publishing hype of the decade.

This book, it is whispered, was writ-
ten with Princess Diana’s support. It
will reveal, it is hinted, that she at-
tempted suicide. We are to infer that de-
spite her unhappiness she will never
leave her husband and that he is linked
to Camilla Parker Bowles, and so on
and so on. Indeed, so much has already
been said of this unseen work, it will be
difficult to overcome a sense of anti-
climax when it finally appears.

Morton, however, is confident we
shall all be suitably stunned by his rev-
elations. He was on a walking tour of
the Lake District this week, affecting a
kind of purdah after his publisher in-
sisted he remove himself from any con-
tacts that could demystify his oeuvre.

There is a certain piquancy in the
idea of Morton dodging reporters, but
the greater irony lies in the strange fate
that chose this one-time fiery republi-
can to chronicle the Royal Family’s
more intimate secrets.

For the truth is that Morton is an un-
ashamed royal hack. His formative
years were spent writing breathless
royal “revelations” for the News of the
World and Daily Star news%apers It
was a school of journalism where facts
are malleable, where two and two can
make ten and the author can usually
rest secure in the knowledge that Buck-
ingham Palace never bites back.

Today with his new celebrity, Morton
qualifies for precisely the kind of treat-
ment he doles out to the Royals, so the
Evening Standard, using impeccable
(but necessarily anonymous) sources,
dug deep into the background to dis-
close Morton’s True Story. Andrew

Unexpurgated report by KEITH DOVKANTS

David Morton was born in Dewsbury,
Yorkshire, 38 years ago, the son of a
framing shop proprietor. He attended
Temple Moore grammar school in
Leeds, gained 10 O-level passes and
passed four A-levels. He went on to take
a history degree at Sussex University,
where he seems to have survived the
Seventies revolutionary turmoil with
little more than a predilection for radi-
cal chic mixed with an undisguised con-
tempt for the Establishment.

He started in journalism in Manches-
ter, working as a features sub-editor on
the Daily Express and Daily Star. The
reality of desk-bound sub-editing did
not approach his boyhood dreams of an
exciting life as a roving reporter, how-
ever. In 1981, he switched to reporting
and moved to the Daily Star’s London
office.

The hard-nosed milieu of a pop tab-
loid suited the young Yorkshireman.
Morton, six feet four inches tall, clean
cut and square-jawed, with horn-
rimmed spectacles, was quickly dubbed
Clark Kent. It was a name that stuck
and, as our picture shows, the Daily
Star once despatched Morton on a Su-
perman stunt. The lad, it seems, would
do anything for a story.

According to Fleet Street lore, he was
made royal correspondent because he
was the tallest reporter in the news-
room and therefore best qualified to
peek over the heads of crowds, a talent
not to be underestimated.

By 1985, he was deeply immersed in
tablmd style and moved to the News of
the World where he made a favourable
impression with his story of Sandi
Jones, a model who said she had a love
affair with Prince Andrew.

“Romeo Prince Andrew snuggled up
to his girlfriend Sandi Jones as they

gazed dreamily into the moonlight from
the steps of their remote log cabin deep
in the Canadian wilderness,” wrote
Morton.

“They sat in silence for a long time
with their thoughts. Then the Prince
turned to blonde Sandi. He looked deep
into her cornflower blue eyes. ‘Let’s get
married,” he whispered. ‘We’re right for
each other.””

The tabloid concept of royalty as fairy
tale was eagerly adopted by Morton in

is early career, despite a frequently

. voiced contempt for the Royal Family as

an_institution. Former colleagues re-
called his outspoken views on what he
considered shabby notions of rank and
privilege.

One, who witnessed his outburst on
the press pus in Japan, said: “Andy
thought gz' were an anachronism,
something that wouldn’t last long into
the next eentury. While they were
there, though, he was determined to
make as much as he could out of them.”

To that end, Morton worked hard. His
republican opinions contrasted sharply
with the effort he put into cultivating
royal contacts and, when possible, the
Royals themselves.

“Whenever there was a cocktail party
for the press on a royal tour, Andy
would put on a loud tie and position
himself so he was noticed. He was quite
blatant about it.

“Once he told me: ‘Diana has been
looking at me all day. We’ve got this
great eye contact going. The vibes are
fantastic ...’ Strange as it may sound,
I’'m sure he was serious.” By 1987, Mor-
ton had established himself as a royal
reporter with stints on the News of the
World and Daily Mail.

E HAD already made a suc-

cessful foray into authorship

with a co-written instant

book, Andrew — The Play-

boy Prmce, and a profile on

the royal yacht Britannia.
And it was as he was finishing another
book, Inside Kensington Palace, that he
was tempted back to the Daily Star
where two unconnected incidents were
to change the course of his career.

The first was the Michael Cole affair.
Shortly before Christmas 1987, royal
correspondents on the daily papers ar-
ranged a lunch in a restaurant near
Fleet Street. They invited Michael Cole,
a veteran television reporter and court
correspondent of the BBC who knew
the newspapermen from tours they had
covered together.

During the lunch, Morton asked Cole
if he had seen the Queen’s Christmas
broadcast and whether it contained
anything of particular interest. Cole,
believing himself in secure company,
said he thought it was one of her best,
expressing a heartfelt message for the
victims of the recent IRA bombing at
Enniskillen and an appeal for peace.

There was a brief discussion about
the broadcast which Cole considered to
be highly confidential and revealed in
the nature of a private conversation.

That night Cole learned that various
newspapers including the Daily mr
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proposed running a story about the
Queen hitting out at the IRA. Cole was

*incredulous. In his eyes, this was a cyn-

ical betrayal. He desperately tried to
contact Morton, but Morton was not
available and the story ran widely.

Cole resigned as royal correspondent
and went home to his house in Surrey
to prepare for Christmas.

According to a close friend, he re-
ceived a telephone call from Morton on
20 December. The friend said: “Andrew
told Cole he had heard he had resigned.
He added: ‘It’s my birthday today and
this has ruined it. I'm praying for you’.”

The urbane Cole apologised for ruin-

’s bi The question that must be asked, Andrew Morton —
e Ig"é'th‘i’i‘sfn'f“"hdiaﬂ’; ﬁdm o:ng) endcaEalace. however, is this: just how authoritative nicknamed Clark
2 rt am 1 thy ith is Morton’s authorship? Ever since he Kent by his
ﬁ 8 Iepomer, 2 o Lnamontas wi : . ublished Diana’s Diary two years ago, workmates —
e BBC. He subsequently accepted the YNNE, a former building soci- ge has been acknowledged as a amos .
job of public affairs director at Harrods ety manager, was devoting iy o source very close to the Princess, ma is marheas
ut was still at the BBC when he re- herself to refurbishing the pi o Diary detailed her life meticu- %fforter ont
ceived another call from Morton. house and garden. There Wasa  jousivdown to the name of the manu. z yismr by
This time he told him he, too, had lost professionally designed rock- facturer of her bathroom suite at High- sress ng up IgAsR
his job. It happened when Brian Hitch- ® ery, a gazebo and the house, grove House. “He has someone on the L%pFeTmll;ig' S
en, a tough former foreign correspond-  according to a friend, was getting “the jnside, that's certain,” a rival royal o bo':k
ent, took over the editorship of the World of Interiors treatment”. watcher said, “We normally try to dis- m’z,z;nt e s
Daily Star. He inherited a deal in which _ The couple entertained lavishly and  coyer who other people’s sources are so aCElltr'T RE)mz a
Morton’s latest book, Inside Kensington ~ insisted on guests to dinner parties we can expose them. But his mole is (CE ; i;‘hsl""’f
Palace, was to be serialised in the paper ~wearing evening dress, something well hidden.” %ﬁt on, l:'i’ v
at a cost of £58,000. many citizens of Dewsbury might con- There have even been suggestions orton himsel

Hitchen didn’t think the book was
worth it and was furious when he real-
ised part of the deal included the paper
paying for a lavish promotion on televi-
sion which, incidentally, would have
benefited Morton’s book enormously.

There was, in Hitchen’s words, a

“parting of the ways” after a disagree-
ment over Morton’s contract. He says
now: “In view of his success as an au-
thor, I think I did him a big favour.”

It was indeed a turning point. Inside
Kensington Palace was a moderate suc-
cess but not enough to long sustain the
lifestyle to which Morton had aspired
as a well-paid royal correspondent.

The amusingly irreverent Morton
who enjoyed making jibes at the Estab-
lishment and the stuffier members of
the Royal Family had acquired top-
drawer taste. He and his wife, Lynne, a
teenage sweetheart, had moved into an
Edwardian villa near the gates to Alex-

sider an affectation. Daughter Alexan-
dra was three and Lydia one in 1987 and
it was not a good time to be out of a job.
But Morton decided to go it alone.

He formed a company called Palace
Press, a vehicle for his journalism and
books. At this point, he realised there

were limited prospects in tabloid jour-
nalism and he determined to put more
class into his act.

With Duchess, a profile biography of
the Duchess of York and his fourth
book, he reached the number four slot
in the best-seller list. By now, he was
working closely with publisher Michael
O’Mara, an American who graduated
through Weidenfeld to his own mass
market company, based in Clapham.

O’Mara and his wife Lesley are adept
at marketing royal books. He has a rep-
utation as a master of build-up and
hype, a skill that reached its apotheosis
with Morton’s latest work.

that his contact is none other than the
Princess of Wales herself, something he
has demurely denied. But rumours per-
sist and there are even those among his
peers who believe Clark Kent has, in
royal-watcher terms, undergone the tel-
ephone box metamorphosis.

LEFT: The young

getting the Morton
treatment
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TESCO has abandoned its plans to sell its first hardback at the check-
outs in its stores, and has cancelled its order for 6800 copies of Diana Her
.rue Story. PN revealed the story on its front page last week but when the
item appeared in the national media it appears that the supermarket had ‘

second thoughts.

The book’s distributors, Pan Macmillan, were telephoned last Friday by Tesco, to tell them that they
had decided not to take the book at all for their stores. The chain had planned to test how effectively it
could sell a £14.99 hardback in the prime impulse-buy position by the tills. The book had been read by
store executives and indeed the decision to give it maximum exposure was taken in part because of its

controversial contents.

The publisher of Diana,
Mike O’Mara, told PN this
week that he suspected Tesco’s
had been “nobbled” by the
Palace, an allegation widely
made by the media this week.
All the popular tabloids carried
the story, with the Express mak-
ing it the front-page ‘splash’.

However the Tesco decision |

may more likely have been
taken without any undue out-

side pressure; its chairman, Sir |

lan MacLaurin, is a personal
friend of Prince Charles.

Either way, the Tesco deci-
sion and the resultant publicity

Michael O’Mara:
‘nobbled’

ensures that their customers
will be even more aware of the
book, and with an initial print
order worldwide of 320,000,
they should have little difficulty
finding it. Pan Macmillan, who
say they are “‘disappointed” at
the Tesco decision, report that
no other bookseller has fol-
lowed in Tesco’s footsteps.

The book is being serialised
by the Sunday Times, which has
lost no time in fanning the
flames of controversy, though
whether the content will now be
able to live up to the pre-publi-
cation hype remains to be seen.
The ST started TV advertising
yesterday, and publjcation is on
Monday June 15th.
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BOOK wars have broken out be-
tween two rival Fleet Street news-
papers, following a familiar battle
plan and with the Prince and Prin-
cess of Wales caught in a hail of
potentially lethal crossfire. Such is
the competition that last night two
Sunday newspapers were in the High
Court following allegations that one

had shown interest in serialising the
Morton book but was outbid by The
Sunday Times, resorted to a classic
spoiling tactic. It found another book
containing damaging personal alle-
gations, and began serialisation.
The Sunday Times took out a court
order to stop Mirror Group Newspa-
pers using pictures from its colour
magazine. The editor of The Sunday
Times, Andrew Neil, said that the

had acquired the other’s pi
‘Tomorrow, The Sunday Times be-
gins serialisation of a new b"(\)fmphy
of the princess by Andrew Morton,
which a subtle and carefully orches-
trated publicity campaign has dubi-
ously built up into the publishing
sensation of the year. The newspaper
has paid an estimated £250,000 for
the serial rights, and has spent al-
most as much again on press, tele-
vision and poster advertising.
Yesterday, the Daily Mail, which

day Mirror had acquired pictures
after members of its staff posed as
employees of News International.
An injunction was granted to stop
MGN reproducing the material. Mr
Neil said: “They admitted getting the
pictures and said they would under-
take not to use them. But I refused to
accept a gentleman’s agreement.”
MGN said: “We have no comment.”
According to the Mail, the princess
is alleged to have attempted suicide
in 1986, driven, it is claimed, by the

emptiness of her marriage and by the
prince’s continuing friendship with
another woman. The author of the
book, which will be published in the
United States, is Nicholas Davies,
the former foreign editor of the Daily
Mirror, who was a confidant of Rob-
ert Maxwell but was dismissed after
accusations that he had been in-
volved in arms dealing. Neither Mr
Davies nor the Mail claims to have
interviewed the princess.

Nor, indeed, does the rival camp,
although Mr Morton’s publishers
did not go out of their way to deny
reports that the princess had ap-
proved proofs of Diana: Her True
Story. Mr Morton has since denied
that he interviewed the princess, or
that she had co-operated in the writ-
ing, or that she had read the text. He
interviewed the princess’s family and
friends, and says that his book is
“straightforward journalism”.

THE TIMES
6 JUNE 1992

Royal couple caught in book war crossfire

BY ALAN HAMILTON

Palace spokesmen, embattled and
embittered by the tide of alleged dis-
closures that began with a volume of
cocktail-circuit gossip by Lady Colin
Campbell, have withdrawn. their
heads beneath the parapet, and are
declining to make any comment.

Mr Neil described yesterday’s rival

effort as “an excellent starter for our |

main course” and claimed that his
paper’s disclosures would be tastier.
“It is a story of a marriage which has
collapsed,” Mr Neil said.

Geoffrey Dickens, Tory MP for
Littleborough and Saddleworth, was
among several MPs who accused
both papers of intolerable intrusion
into the private lives of the prince
and princess. “They should leave this
lovely girl alone,” he said.

The royal couple are expected. to
spend the weekend together at High-
grove, hoping to avoid the prying
eyes of the press. |



DOES Diana, Her True Story —
to be published shortly by Mi-
chael O’Mara Books and seri-
alised by The Sunday Times —
contain a bombshell about the
Wales’s marriage? Or has The
Sunday Times bought another
pup? Equally, did Tesco, the
supermarket chain, agree — in
an audacious marketing initia-
tive — to stock the book at its
meat counter, later withdraw-
ing from this arrangement after
pressure from the Prince of
Wales (a claim that Tesco ada-
mantly denies)?

The answer to these ques-

tinent speculation about the
Wales’s marriage (which is nei-
ther better nor worse, I imag-
ine, than yours or mine) but
about O’Mara’s.

Here I can help, I think. I am
not myself a royal insider
(though I move, of course, with
many who are: my best friend,
Little Jo, my niece Claudia, the

tions lies not, I think, in imper- -

Di and O’'Mara;
‘the inside story

took a sabbatical in Ibiza, where
I was joined by O’Mara, who
had now left Weidenfeld to set
up his own firm., We spent days
— weeks even, possibly months
— on the beach, discussing
books, and then I suggested that
if he wanted his firm to thrive, he
should, perhaps, fly back to Lon-
don and get cracking.

He agreed, reluctantly, and
returned to London, leaving
me in Ibiza, where I followed
his progress in the book pages
of the Sunday papers. I had ex-
pected him to publish a thin
but distinguished trickle of po-
etry, belles-lettres, experimental
novels and so forth — a list to
make Duckworth’s by compari-
son seem common and oppor-
tunistic — so imagine my sur-
prise when he opened with a
blizzard of books about the
royal family (possibly the same
book over and over again), all
of which went straight to the
top of the charts. I'd better get

Parker-Bowles woman, An- in on this, I thought, so I re-
thony Hold- : turned to

, Tony Th London and
g]rugon}%,iendf WILLIAM sugl;es::ed to
etc), so O’Mara over
gue)ss Sas ntlg DONALDSON,S luncl?rthat he
the form at publish some
Highgrove W EEK stuff of mine.
will be only “All right,”

slightly better than yours. I
could, however, be described as
an O’Mara insider, certainly an
O’Mara watcher.

When I first met O’Mara in
1983 or so, he had just been
brought in by Weidenfelds to
beef up their rather meagre lit-
erary list. A gentle, charmingly
unworldly, publisher of the old
school (he told me once that he
loved the feel of books, would
spend hours simply caressing
them), he was a fish out of wa-
ter in the strenuously philis-
tine, top-of-the-charts-or-bust
atmosphere at Weidenfelds®
Clapham offices. His first task
was to secure the autobiog-
raphy of Mick Jagger, of whom
he affected not to have heard
— so he and I got on like a
house on fire. Nor will he mind
my saying that, since he was
more interested in literature
than the market-place, he was
prone to some delightful gaffes
— not least a habit of publish-
ing the same book twice.

Shortly before I met him, I
had been engaged by the BBC to
turn my novel Both The Ladies
And The Gentlemen into a TV
situation comedy. Nothing
came of this, but reading the
script through after the BBC
had turned it down, it occurred
to me that there was material
| here for a comic novel — quite
forgetting that this was what it
had been in the first place.

I turned it back into a book
and, delighted with the result,
showed it to O’Mara, who, in
his charmingly vague way, im-
mediately published it again,
albeit under a different title.
Interestingly enough, it was
more successful the second
time around — so successful,
indeed, that the BBC bought it
again, commissioning me to
turn it into a situation comedy.

That's as may be. In 1985 T

he said, “but don’t tell Lesley.”

O’'Mara was now married,
and [ realised immediately that
Lesley wore the trousers (the
secret, as I've said before, I
think, of any happy marriage).
She obviously ran the firm,
leaving O’Mara free to dream
his life away, taking long, liter-
ary breaks in the Dordogne
and endless lunches with book-
ish types like himself. He did,
surreptitiously, bring out a cou-
ple of my efforts, but Lesley
never discovered this, I think,
and they were undoubtedly re-
maindered before publication,
certainly never found their way
into Tesco, let alone into
Hatchards or Waterstone’s.

1 had lunch with O’Mara this
week and asked him to explain
all the ballyhoo surrounding
Diana, Her True Story.

“Off the record?” he said.

“Of course,” I said.

“It’s one of my cock-ups,” he
said. “In a fit of absent-mind-
edness, I commissioned An-
drew Morton to write a book
about the Princess of Wales —
something which he’s done,
and which Lesley has pub-
lished, many times before. She
was furious, but she went to
work, cooking up a PR cam-
paign the like of which has
never been seen before, I think.
A complete smokescreen, of
course, but she’s saved my ba-
con, and not for the first time.”

“It’s the same book again,
then?”

“Certainly ~ not,”  said
O’Mara. “That was a joke, and
not before time, if I may say so.
T'm sitting on a time bomb. An-
other brandy? It’s only half
past four, I see.” )

Alas, T couldn’t stay. The
Parker-Bowles woman was
coming to dinner and I had to
get to Hatchards to buy the cod
steaks. .
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aug WIS ULLEL 11 CUULLIES W
sign a separate deal, and he
ensured that the British Parlia-

I HATE to sound snobbish,
but our Prime Minister really
is irredeemably naff. Even
Harold Wilson’s brown sauce
had a nudge-nudge, double
bluff quality, since we knew
that in real life he was a cigars
and cognac man. The spooky
thing is that John Major is
exactly what he seems.

The shirt-tails in the under-
pants are well-known. So are
the trips to the Little Chef.
The pottery doves one might
possibly forgive — or even the
sheepskin car coat.

But if there is one thing
more naff than attending a
Frank Sinatra concert, it’s
going to the party afterwards,
as he did last week. Perhaps
he even refers to the singer,
seriously, as ‘OI’ Blue Eyes’, a
phrase which, as Clive James

| said, ‘has the stink of ad-

man’s sweat all over it.” But
that would be too horrible.

IT HAD to come: the politi-
cally correct weather forecast.
The Guardian last week dis-
cussed ‘El Nino’, the wind
which is thought to cause
drought in Africa.

‘As the world warms
through the greenhouse effect
of gases, such as carbon diox-
ide, being added to the air by
human activities, some clima-
tologists fear that El Nifio will
get stronger . . . the next time
you see pictures of starving
Africans on your TV screens,
it may be directly as a result of
the profligate use of fossil
fuels in the rich world.’

Or perhaps not. Since the
computer models being used
to predict catastrophic global
warming have yet to explain

the mere half of one d
warming over the pasjune 1992
years, any apocalypse
threaten is inevitably
more than guesswork.® : Net'pa.
ghastly predictions youv""sszs"" 6_98.;,0'
are the result of hypoth 18'30% SR Al e R o
statistics being shoved’ jy5goy - 7.88%
computers, whose oper 1070% . . 8.03%
then reel back in horror ¢ 11.00% ... ... .. ... 825%
figures they have generat

As I’ve said before, hmm
environmentalism is eGross pa. Net p.a.
tially a religious phenome 10.30% ... 7.13%
Primitive tribes believed .
canoes erupted becaused PrestlgeB'ond
gods were angry with tble to new investors.
now we have found ano_ ...
way of blaming ourselvesailable to new customers, except | ?rx::ﬂ
natural disasters, and vﬁ;zﬂ:ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁé‘;‘;‘p}‘,ﬁsnndg,
they don’t occur, We Preyy other account, or have their money
them anyway. the account does not meet their needs.

ate after deduction of income tax at the

The world needs more 40 e Tnland Revenue where the

than it’s getting, as Rio0 ders liability to tax. Interest may be paid

to account holders who are eligible and
;hol‘:l b dbll’t hthe dooms: to income tax and in certain other cases.
arkersont elp. »xcept Fixed Rate Bond, are variable. Net

ative purposes only. Rates correct at time
, branch and agency limits..Nationwide

THERE ARE better ways.,sudsmen Scheme, Investors Protection
example is the ‘One W@anking Practice. Nationwi‘;)ea P!!\;ildnng
Action’ charity, whose baggh Holborn, London, WC1V 6P
attended in Soho last w
This is Glenys Kinnock’s
lieu, and indeed the wi
event, held in an upm:

Indian restaurant, was rer,, - .
2 iilding Society
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CLOSE-UP ON THE PUBLIS'HER WHOSE NEW

BOOK HAS CAUSED A PALACE STORM

O THE devoted
courtier

case of Michael Phillip
O’Mara, once characterised
as Royal Publisher-
in-Waiting, his devotion
must now be seriously in
doubt.

ton, O
ed himself inexora.bly to
forces which, for all the

may
yetposeathrestwtlmtutumsec-
throne.

And for a brewery worker’s son
from Philadelphia, who arrived in
this country 30 years ago and still
retains Ame rican cmzenslup, it is
quite a responsibility.

Publishers consider the manu-
scripts of writers and take a view
on whether what is put before them
i.s wonhy of their imprint. They

where necessary and re-
Ject quibe ruthlessly.
packager, by contrast, is a new
g}llenomenon He casts a cold eye on

e market, studies trends, listens.
When a ‘concept’ emerges, suddenly

race is on. A cover 1.s drawn up,

designer
ther; deals are
ion and super-
markets And at some point, an au-
thor is summoned.

Mchaelommmapackager
If the Princess of Wales helped

him with his current blockbuster it ,

is as important a truth as any con-
tained in the na.mtxve If she did
not, the injustice to her is great.
Once ‘O'Mara,_was known as the
ublisher the Palace could trust.
is South London company,
Michael O’'Mara, Books, published In
i : The Prince And

Ceés was con-
siderable. In the first book Palace
oontro was total.

“In the late Seventies wmle still

wo,rkin; for bird, the book-
book of phowgraphs of Lord
Mgujexéttbstten, selected by the

puty chairman of
: Weudenfeld and Nicol-
¢ son, he lunch
with Bill Hodgson, director of devel-
opment at ITN, who told him of the
‘ news station’s plans for a portrait
of the Queen Mother.

,Itwasmadeclearmhimthathe,
& sympathetic voice, would be
welcomed 8s publisher of an accom-
“panying ‘illustrated volume, and
* with this thought, and its accom
ny: dollar signs in
g O'Mara moved into publish-
ing on "his own account. The result,
Book Of The Queen Moth-
er ked with pictures and 20,000
2 broke TecOr euki.ng
.seven days from Sir Alastair’'s word
processor to the sa.les display bins.
In Private, In Public was next.
O'Mara used Japanese technology
to convert videotape of a Burnet
interview with the royal couple into
stills. The

e of production was
again b taking. The publisher
{ himself worked for hours on the

Jla.yout then flew by helicopter to
Southend to monitor the typeset-
{ ting;ggbyjettonareelonaxorthe

- He had at first thought of the
e x5 ey tia
‘name an y

mi.ﬁ.lon for the Pmll)ces

Trust, ensured his g.ssage into the
most august of circ]

‘He could havé continued indefi-
giew)egany S blishing slm:}mt IWhen
pul volumes
by Morton the tone _changed dra-
lly. Diana’s = tvsvasc con-
troversml, especia.lly i laims
that the royal eouple no longer
:shared a bedroom. Bu thhmnﬁt-
- ‘zi‘:“"“ya?"”‘:é per 5o Fotn-
. tion from royal gamekeeper to ruth-
less poacher was complete.

For O'Mara,

like Morton, is

The pushy
American

who sold
the R()yals

by WALTER
ELLIS

makingatorhmerromnmmand

: on
Murdoch press, the worldwide ‘“ake’
is likel, to exceed £1.5million — a

O’Mara’s ambition had lowly
He was born in Phila-
delphia on June '15, 1944, not qmte
on the wrons side of the tracks but
the son a mﬂway worker who
gas later e‘r,nployed the ci
lourishing brewing trade.
well at school, showing interest in
missed Vietmam. Sheved ome yomen 15
Vie two years
uniform at a U.S. Air Force base in
sootls.nd

gree in politics and_history
follow d then ign was back to

expertise whemvei;

Do
fame) and newscaster Martyn
Lewis. Another clxent, who has be-
oome a friend, is Barry Humphries.
is master of the art of net-
workmg At the k.

Frankfurt Bool
Fair, probably the most vital forum
for Publishers d packagers in

t,tll edbyh
mg [OLLOW¢
ings at dawn.

the com] [ d
wife at home outside Kilmar-
nock, and was evidently so =

IS charm has not
been lost on wom-
en, for at 47 he has
beenm&rrladthree

times. There was a

ﬁrst wife in Scotland, of whom
reely anything is known and by
whom he had his dnughter Nicola.

* Later he married his second, Paula

& Foss, a firm of book TS i.n
London’s Soho. There were no chil-
dren and they divorced in 1978.
Meeting  his blonde, third wife,
Lesley Prost, was, however, undeni-
ably a key moment in his life. 'I‘en
ears younger than him, she
A rights d.:rectot ‘at Weldenfeld
an reputedly cutting
behind his ma.king
and tymg up mﬁemahonal rights.
2 boy and
unspec-

in touch with his roots by watching
American football baseball — at |
one point even m own
baseball team in Lon and play-
ing at base.

Authors speak warmly of his in-
terest in their books. Ruffled feath-
ers, if they exis smoothed over

first hardback print
Tun, as expected, sells out.
Jealous rivals are no doubt wait-
ingtoradowntuminthecompa:ly
fortunes, and the Palace has ai-

ready the screws
where it _hurts most — in O’'Mara’s
ve: Of An

te, Prince Charles’s account of

and orga.uie farmer, was 10 be
given to O’'Mara but 0w be
Dlaced elsewhere.

Even Lord
the )

ur lmuomg‘ . No prizes for guess-
hich way he:

p

O'Mara: Always talking, always thinking, always looking for the anglo
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Taste and decency

5O HARRODS has decided not

{0, sell the true or 101-50-true
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faste. “We regard it as g Seurri-
0us and offensive volume Which
the overwhelming majority of
our customers woulq not ecxg)ect
us to stock,"'say_'s Michael Cole,

SUNDAY TIMES
21 JUNE! 1992

While carousing - with faljow
royal hacks ar their Christmas
lunch he was asked by the

xeporter. of the Dty Sygr THI-:BOOK,Dum.HerTme
Whether he had seen an embar- Sty , was la inched last week
goed preview of the Queen's .§n‘¢o_ndmons'wh;¢h\_qne‘.lead-
Christmas Day broadeast. Yes, ing book-sellet greeted sourly
said, and went op (o divulge "as gthe;,eockfug for the
Some advance titbjts, The Daily gu ,hmg industry™, Within
Star then splashed  with these ours of it 801ng on sale last
confidences and Cole folr hon- Tues many - shops had
our-bound to The name it )

not been able 1o take advan.

lage of the biggest boost 1o
their industry in years,

The book, being serialised

in The Sunday Times, sold

nearly 50,000 co&x@sin Britain

- on publication day and up to

Im copies ‘have been sold o

ordered around the world, De-

mand was so great that one

| London shop said an Ameri-

THE GUARDIAN opy. O 1ad. quenes at
16 JUNE 1992 i

Royal author put through
hispacesin media circus

7] | husband before the original the publishers b, surprise.

lan Katz g‘ tember publication date. Michae] 'J‘O'Mlz‘h, who
' Morton added he had commissioned Andrew Mor-

101 10 write it, said low initia]
ers had quadrupled in the
ation. “T haye

:eg?em anything Jike i,
| he i

‘O'Mara has reprinted the
first run of 50,000 four times,
“hhgsb‘m{.sdgu ful i
Jerrible prob-

published yet,
As bookshops Placated cus-

tomers who been n ALI2 am it was lem," he said.
ised further \ { : sellers screansi

Andrew Morton: ‘emerged | “The fact ig that the Palace
toamedlaclrcus hnsiaﬂedtoface up to this
crisis," Mr Morton told Nich-

John Humphryg that the | olas Owen, *“And crisis it js,”
'S public tears Later, facing questions

from viewers, he insisted

his motivation was to

_his account of hey
ents fran- | five sniclderattempts had
tically combing thejr copies | come from S0 which
for new revelations were hadvspoken her A
rewarded with claims that | But he admitted: “These are
the Prince of Wales made cries for help, not deliberate
Diana call him “gir*” attempts to kill herself.” ‘M
until their engagement was If the princess did not%:g
announced. mmodation )
Mr Morton also says the
Prince of Wales refused to
Speak to his mother for sey-

she hinted in
broadeast |
had ruled out abdi- ) on the
cation. He says the Queen im- %
plied she was concerned by what that meant.
the state of his Mr Morton's routine was

Mr Morton’s scheanle
atR8 5;11 wlt'lln‘ o?in inter- | b,

view on Ra 0 4's ay pro-

gramme in which he told
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Always

MIKE O’Mara lights a very large cigar.
“Yup,” he says, “a bestseller is very wel-
come.” Another plume of smoke. “Nope, I'm
not a republican.” How far such an assurance
will be of comfort to most members of the
Royal family has not, as yet, been recorded.
But O’Mara, an American citizen, would like
to make it clear that he’s not after bringing
down the monarchy.

Appearances can, of course, be deceptive.
But among others, Harrods, Lord St. John of
Fawsley and Tescos, have all taken the view
that the publication of Diana Her True Story
from  O'Mara’s auite modest  Clapham
offices, is close to an Plese majesté.

From behind his thick lenses — he hasn’t
yet needed to adopt daik glasses — O’Mara
allows himself a good-natured twinkle. The
dark Tower has few fears for him, but anyway,
he wants to make it clear he’s quite fond of the
Royals. “To be perfectly honest, I think the
Royals are a great thing, a great institution.
Wonderfully British. Very useful. 1 think
America would be better if it had a monar-
chy.”

Certainly they’ve been jolly useful to
O’'Mara Books. A whole string of Royal
books has emerged, like regal spaghetti;
there’s been the recurrently successful The
ITN Book of the Royal Year, Duchess, and
three previous books by Andrew Morton,
Inside Buckingham Palace, Diana's Diary,
and Theirs I's The Kingdom, about the wealth
of the Windsors.

Diana’s Diary was the watershed book; it
was the one that convinced Princess Diana’s
friends that Morton could be entrusted to be
fed with information and to write a sympa-
thetic and, as they saw it, accurate account.
O’Mara says blandly that there was no cam-
paign of ‘authorised leaks’ but it is certainly
the case that this was one book which, rather
than being commissioned by O’Mara, first
took shape because one of Morton’s sources
had made it clear that “‘a number of people
might be prepared to help.”

It soon became clear that, as Morton began
to confide in O’Mara over what he was being
told, and what his researches were uncover-

ing, that there would be some quite remark--

able and sensational revelations.

Both publisher and author agreed that secu-
rity was imperative. O’Mara had cameras
installed at his offices, the entire place was
swept for bugs, and a high-tech alarm system
was installed. In fact O’Mara never worked
on the book in Clapham, editing it on-screen
from Morton’s offices, situated above an
Indian restaurant in North London. Even
there, though, Morton took care not to leave
papers in his office, taking them home with
him instead.

O’Mara believes these precautions were
more than justified. On one occasion
Morton’s office was broken into. “Nothing
was stolen — not the portable TV or the video.

Someone just rifled through everything so I
think there was a fair chance they were look-
ing for bits of the book.”

By then O’Mara had taken the book to the
editor of the Sunday Times, Andrew Neil.
O’Mara isn’t disclosing what he obtained
from the serial rights but something of its
measure can be taken from the fact that, on the
first Sunday extract, the ST put on a massive
200,000 additional sales. As publication day
approached every other newspaper began to
run ‘spoilers’; the Daily Mail had extracts,
buttressed by bits from the National Enquirer,
froi 2ok by-Nick Davics aforme t

‘irror 1o Robert Maxweli. 3
says O’Mara laconically. “1 was offered it
back in February and turned it down.”

But despite the mounting press hysteria,
there were no leaks from the book itself. The
typesetting had been done “out in the country
by people I knew. They kept it very tight™ but
the printing posed a greater problem.

A number of UK printers turned the job
down, fearful of legal repercussions, and
finally O’Mara settled on a printer in Finland,
a company 150 miles north of Helsinki.
Among the attractions was that hardly anyone
there spoke English and, says O’Mara, “they
didn’t give a damn what the book was about.”

Breathless

expectation

With only hours to go before publication
150 miles north of Helsinki may well have
been one of the few places arourrd the globe
where Diana Her True Story was not being
awaited with breathless expectation. As the
first books were transferred, under heavy
guard, from the printers to a warehouse on the
continent, O’Mara — had he had time —
might have found good reason to reflect on
how the Royal thread running through his
publishing career was about to reach heights,
or some were to say depths, which he could
scarcely have dreamed of when he first came
to Britain 24 years ago and took a job at
Collins in Glasgow. From there it was on to
Harrap, BCA where O’Mara honed his
already shrewd instincts for the saleable, and
then Rainbird, where as MD of the packagers,
he put it to good effect.

It was in partnership with Michael Joseph
that O’Mara made his royal ‘debut’ with one
of the many ‘fairy-tale’ books on the wedding
of none other than the Prince of Wales and
Diana.

The next stop was Weidenfeld, where
Diana’s father, Earl Spencer, was one of his
authors, the beginnings of a link that enabled
him years later, to approach the Earl. “I knew
he took a good snap,” is how O’Mara puts it
now. “And I went to him last December. He
knew about the book because his son, Charles,

say Di!

IR
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was one of Andrew Morton’s interviewees. I
hadn’t seen the ms at that stage, but I told Earl
Spencer it was going to be a sympathetic por-
trait, but completely honest, that her best
friends were talking.” Diana’s father was
very close to his daughter, he undoubtedly
knew her feelings about her marriage. And he
consented to O’Mara selecting photographs
from the family album.

O’Mara’s sojourn at Weidenfeld was
always arestless one, though, and his relation-
ship with George Weidenfeld never quite
gelled. He left to start on his own and one of
his contacte ar TN camc up with the ider "o
book on tie Queen Mother for her 85th birth-
day. “We very quickly banged one out with
Alistair Burnet and it was a number one best-
seller,” recalls O’Mara.

O’Mara has always worked on the princi-
ple: if at first you succeed, do it again. /n
Person: The Prince and Princess of Wales,
complete with another oleaginous text by the
ITN anchorman, did nothing either to dent the
image of the royal couple or the book’s sales,
which reached 400,000.

O’Mara sucks gratefully on the cigar. Yes,
he’s got a lot to thank the Royals for; that par-
ticular book gave his business much the kind
of fairy-tale start that in his ‘rose-coloured
period’, he didn’t hesitate to ascribe to most of
the Royal marriages that came his way.

He looks back with satisfaction on a quick-
ie souvenir on the wedding of Prince Andrew
and Sarah, Unity Hall on Prince Philip and on
Royal Women, and Robes of The Realm which
happens to have a foreword by Prince
Charles.

Who knows, all this impressive chronicling
of the icing-sugar monarchy might even have
helped his former publicist, Belinda Harley, to
a job in the Prince of Wales’ personal office.
Not unsurprisingly, Harley hasn’t been on the
‘phone of late — indeed they have had no
communication since she and O’Mara ended
their professional relationship, but O’Mara is
perfectly understanding about such matters.
He says, perhaps with rare understatement,
that “it’s probably awkward for her.”

However she has not had to go without
news of her former employer this last month
or so0. For once O’Mara has found himself as
much in the spotlight as his royal subjects; the
media, TV crews and all, have camped on his
doorstep, and one lot even ““thumped on the
door”. They were given the now legendary
message relayed, from her bedroom window,
by Kevin Maxwell’s wife, Pandora, to the
police below.

O’Mara declined interviews before publi-
cation; one breathless hackette even rang PN
to ask whether she could be furnished with a
full description of the man? “I mean, is he
short or tall? Does he give lots of parties? Is he
terribly wealthy: which London clubs does he
belong to?”

O’Mara has accepted these trials with

Mike O’Mara: ‘The royals are a great institution’

much good humour. His mood has been some-
what soured, though, by what he considers to
have been the complete misjudgement by
booksellers of the sales potential of Diana
HerTrue Story.

“Just a week before publication we had
18,000 subs,” he records incredulously. “It
was a nightmare, really a nightmare. At that
stage I'd printed 50,000 for the UK trade and I
had to ask Macmillan to bang the side of the
computer because I said there couldn’t be just
18,000. The largest single order was 4,000
copies — and that was seven days before pub-
lication when the book was on the tront pages
of every newspaper!

“You had chains, major chains who have a
significant portion of the British market,
ordering less than 1,000 copies.”

Despite the low orders, O’Mara put in a
30,000 reprint. “I just had to take a flyer,” he
says. ‘““Tom Burns at Pan Macmillan told me I
was out of my mind. Then the day after publi-
cation, a certain person who had ordered
4,000 on behalf of a chain came back for
another 30,000. This is a strong hint that that
person got it slightly wrong. Everybody got it
wrong, and Terry Maher’s chain got it most
wrong. Their order was minute. Books Etc,
who really got it pretty right, took as many as
Dillons...”

A small
fortune

However despite some lost sales, O’Mara
can comfort himself with the thought that he
will make a small fortune from the book; his
wife, Lesley, has sold rights and serialisations
the world over. French, Dutch and German
editions are going well. Spanish, Italian,
Portuguese, Swedish, Arabic and Japanese
transiations are under way. Rights income
alone, he grants, will “run into millions™ and
in the US, Simon & Schuster have 360,000 in
print.

But he won’t be retiring. “I’ve gota compa-
ny torun,” he says. *“And in this kind of reces-
sion a bestseller is very useful.” So the book
isn’t going to change his life, even though he
hopes it may have helped to change Princess
Diana’s. As for more royal books, has Diana
Her True Story broken the long thread? After
all, it seems a touch optimistic to expect the
Prince of Wales to write many more fore-
words for O’Mara Books.

A plume of thickish cigar-smoke looks for
a way of escape but everything’s probably
been sealed for security reasons. “We do
royal books better than anyone else,” O’Mara
grins elfishly. “Nobody’s said to me ‘You're
not doing another ITN Book of the Royal
Year...”.”

And nobody’s told him he won’t be getting
aknighthood, either...
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West print
firm’s rush
order for
Diana book

COPIES of the controversial
bmf aphﬁ of the Princess of

es rofled off the presses
at a West printing firm
yesterday.

Stafiat Bath Press inthe city’s
Lower Brislol Road have been
working round the clock on the
reprint of Andrew Morton’s
best-selling book, Diana: Her
True Story.

Some 75,000 copies are going
out to publishers and the com-
pany hopes that an additional
order will be placed by the
weekend.

Managing director Mr Ken
Bateson said: “The average
print run is about 8,000 copies
so this is the fastest sel ling
hardback we have dealt with for
a Iong time.”

The book, which puis the
marriage of the Prince and
Princess of Wales under ciose
scrutln{ is expected to be
turned into a TV mini series in
the United States.

It was initially printed in Fin-
land for security reasons

Royal reading: Ken Bateson with a copy of the book
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Tam indebted to photographer Susan Greenhill, who in her stu-

dios discovered — or so she assures me — a footnote of a kind to

the Royal saga of the Diana Her True Story book. It now appears

that we may be heading, if not exactly for a republic, then at

least for a currency which features the face not of our own dear

Queen, but of a certain Michael O’Mara, the book’s publisher.
Alicence to print money, perhaps?

1 (1)DIANA HER TRUE 'STORY, Andrew Morton

(O'Mara

2 (5) ;?IHQSRLAND, Rnben Harris (Hutchinson
3 @ A BRIEF HISTORY OF TII?E, Stephen Hawk:

ing (Bantam Press £14.9!

RN0) wn.n )swms, Jung Chang (HarperCollins:
5 (- )TNE ROAD AHEAD. Christabel Bielenberg

(Bantam Press £14.99]

6 (2) MICHELIN RED GUIDE 1992: FRANCE (Mich-

elin £11.95)

7 (7) BLACK DOGS, lan McEwan (Cape £13.99)
8 (8)SMA$.9L GODS, Terry Pratcheu (Gollancz
9(10) RHS GARDENER’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
AND FLOWERS, Christopher | Brickell
(ed) (Dorllng Kindersley '£29.9:
10 (- )TNEchYSTAL ROOMS, Melvyn Bragg
(Hod

Complla; by Bookwatch
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London’s best sellers
FICTION: " NON FICTION:
| 1.BLACK DOGS by Ian McEwan (Cape 1. DIANA: Her True Story by Andrew
£13.99): Fearsome. Morton (Michael O’Mara £14.99) Angst.

2. FATHERLAND b: Robert Harris 2. WILD SWANS by Jung Chang
(Hutchinson £14.99): Nazi thriller. (HarperCollins £17.50): Moving. %

3. ENGLISH MUSIC by Peter Ackroyd '8. OUR TREACHEROUS HEARTS: Why
(Hamish Hamilton £14.99): Cultural burden. Women IAet Men Get Their Way by
GJEmWELs by Danielle Steel (Bantam £14.99): l; edind Cowardmsmn(yi‘z(i)ber £14. 99) Polemic

F TIME by Stephen

5. JOURNEYMAN TAILOR by Gerald Hawking (Baniam £14.99): Univei"se r
Seymour (Harvill £14.99): Covert operations 5. HAUNTS OF THE BLACK MASSEUR: The

| _in Northern Ireland. : SWimmer as Hero by Charles Sprawson

Dark Horse — A ¢ CAT’S LIFE by Yves (Cape £15.99): Marine companion,
Navarre (Quartet £12.95): Through feline Dark Horse — THE LAST WILD YEARS by

_eyes. Mike Tomkies (Cape £18.99): Rural decline.

g
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BURGLED, BESFIGED);

The whole saga of how publisher Michael O’Mara rocked the monarchy
with Diana: Her True Story will be told only after his death.

He is wisely keeping a diary which he will leave to his son.

Meanwhile he heightens the press frenzy by refusing to speak to any
reporters. Until now. He breaks bis silence to talk to Patricia Miller,
Bestseller’s Associate Editor and an old friend of Britain’s most

sought-after small publisher.
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line for her.

Jimmy picked up the phone,
resumed his conversation, talking in a
low, fast tone, bringing the call to his
wife to an end. 'Nicky just came in, Jo
honey. I gotta go. Duty calls." After lis-
tening a moment or two longer, he
finally said an affectionate goodbye to
her and broke the connection. Turning
to Nicky, he remarked, "This is the
best damned phone system. Got to
hand it to the Chinese, they certainly
installed the most up-to-date equip-
ment. Joanna sounded as if she was in
the next room, instead of on Eighty-
Third and Park, and she-'

'It's French,' Nicky interrupted. 'The
phone system, I mean.'

'Yep, I guess I knew that. Jo sends
her love.'

Nicky smiled at him. 'How is she?"

'Sounds fine. But she's watching the
news on television, listening to the
same news on the radio and worrying
about the four of us. She seems to be
handling it well, though, as she usually
does.' His brow furrowed. 'But hey,
kiddo, you're supposed to be grabbing
a few hours' shut-eye, not hovering
around here obviously anxious to start
planning tonight's newscast.'

'I know, I know, but I couldn't
sleep. I have a premonition something .
.. no, everything, is going to blow
tonight. My gut instinct tells me there's
going to be a crackdown. Probably
around midnight, or thereabouts.'

Catching the tension in her voice,
noting her worried expression and the
seriousness of her words, Jimmy
looked at her alertly. After five and a
half years of working with her in the
trouble spots of the world, he trusted
her intuition implicitly. Her judgement
had rarely been flawed.

'If you say so, Nick, and you know
I'm with you all the way. But look, I
gotta tell you this, it is pretty quiet out
there. At least it was twenty minutes
ago.'

Nicky focused her eyes on him, the
look in them quizzical. 'Nothing's hap-
pening in the square?'

'Not really. The kids in the tent
encampment were starting to come out
of their tents, mingling with each other
and chatting, sort of sharing experi-
ences, I suppose, as they appear to do
every night.' For a moment he was
thoughtful, before he went on, 'To tell
you the truth, I was reminded of
Woodstock tonight, without the drugs,
of course. Or, if you prefer, one of
those summer street festivals we have
in New York. Everything was very
relaxed, friendly, easygoing I'd say.'

'It won't be for much longer,' Nicky

announced with quiet vehemence, and
sat down heavily in a chair. 'I've been
doing a lot of thinking, analysing, and I
believe that Deng Xiaoping is at the
end of his tether. He's been provoked
and frustrated by the students for some
time, and I'm sure he's about to make
his move. It'll be a bungled move, just
as he and the government have bungled
the whole Tiananmen Square affair
ever since it began. He'll have no com-
punction, you know. He'll order the
troops to move on the students.' She
sighed, finishing in a low, saddened
voice, 'There's going to be a bloodbath,
Jimmy.'

He stared at her. 'Not that, Nick,
surely not! Deng wouldn't go so far.
He wouldn't dare. He'd hardly risk
condemnation from the world and its
leaders.'

She shook her head. 'You're wrong,

She was tense, expectant,
and she knew the reason
why. Her intelligence,
judgement and instinct,
combined with her experi-
ence as a war correspon-
dant, were all telling her
the same thing. It was
going to happen tonight.

James. He'll do it all right. And I'll tell
you something else, I don't think Deng
gives a damn about the rest of the
world, its leaders, or what they think
of him.'

The magnitude of her words struck
him forcibly, and Jimmy exclaimed,
'Oh God! Those kids are so young, so
idealistic!" His voice rose as he rushed
on, 'And they're so peaceful. All they
want is to be listened to . . . they just
want to be heard.'

'Thats never going to happen,’'
Nicky replied. 'You know as well as I
do what the students call Deng and his
cohorts . . . the Gang of the Old, and
they're absolutely right. Deng is eighty-
five and far, far too old to understand
the way it is today. He's completely out
of touch with this generation, all he's
interested in is clinging to power. We
know the students are not making
unreasonable demands, and anyway,
wanting freedom and democracy is a
pretty normal thing, wouldn't you
say?'

Jimmy nodded. He took a deep
breath. 'Okay, so what do you want to
do, Nick?'

EXTRACT I3

'l want to be out there, right in the
middle of it when it happens. That's
why we're here, isn't it> To report the
news, to bring the news to the people,
to tell the outside world the way it is in
China on this Friday night, the second
day of June, in the year 1989."

'We've still got one big problem,
honey, we can't film out there,' Jimmy
reminded her. 'The minute we appear,
the police will smash the cameras and
the sound equipment. Whats more, we
could get hauled in for questioning,
like some of the other foreign corre-
spondents have been. We could be
detained, flung into jail - '

Jimmy broke off, glancing at
the door as it opened to admit Arch.

Nicky's producer did not
seem surprised to see her as he entered
the room. 'And why might we be flung
into jail?' he asked, focusing his atten-
tion on the cameraman.

'If we try to film in the square,'
Jimmy answered.

'Only too true. Nothing's
changed since yesterday,' Arch
Leverson declared, and came to a stand
still next to Nicky. He put a hand on
her shoulder, squeezed it, gave her a
warm smile, which she returned.

Always elegantly attired
wherever he was, Arch was tall and
thin, had a saturnine face, prematurely
silver hair, and light-grey eyes behind
steel-rimmed glasses. Forty-one years
old and a veteran of the television news
business, he had been lured away from
another network by ATN three years
ago. Quite aside from the hike in salary
they offered, the most exciting induce-
ment they dangled in front of him was
Nicky Wells. The man who had pro-
duced her shows for several years had
retired, and the job was open. There
wasn't a producer in the television
news business who didn't want to take
over her newscasts, not to mention the
documentaries she was famous for, and
for which she had won several Emmys.
His agent had negotiated a good con-
tract for him and he had changed net-
works, had never once regretted doing
so. He and Nicky had hit it off immedi-
ately; she was a real professional who
had his utmost respect, not to mention
his affection. Nicky looked up at Arch,
and said, 'There's going to be a crack-
down . . . most probably tonight.'

Arch returned her quiet gaze with
one equally steady, but he did not
immediately respond. After a moment,
he said slowly, "You're not often
wrong, Nicky, and I'm inclined to
agree with you, military intervention is

inevitable.'

Copyright © Barbara Taylor Bradford 1991
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e met on a cyclonical-

ly busy day at

Michael O’Mara

Books. Before we

could get away to
lunch, Mike took two phone calls from
Andrew Morton, refused to take half a
dozen calls from other journalists, and
watched Andrew Neil (the editor of The
Sunday Times who paid £250,000 to
serialize the Princess Di book) delivering
on television the press statement they’d
released that morning from one of
Morton’s sources: “Diana’s friend says
it’s all true.”

As we left his assistant called: “Be
sure to come back early. You’ve got to
sue those Germans.” She didn’t need to
remind him to lock the cabinet where
the precious copies of THAT BOOK are
kept.

Diana is sure to surpass Mike’s pre-
vious best seller, Sir Alastair Burnet’s In
Person: The Prince and Princess of
Wales. The Burnet book sold 400,000
in hardback. But there was a crucial dif-
ference between that book and Diana.
The palace had editorial control over In
Person.

“My life has been totally dominat-
ed by one book for nearly a year,” Mike
says. “The rest of the people in the office
had to do the rest of the list. I said to the
author, ‘’'m on the job.’

one another’s throats to scoop them. I
told Mike about the time a tabloid edi-
tor phoned me trying to find out if I
knew where the Diana book was being
printed. “You sound like a man who has
a team of commandos at the ready,” |
said as a joke. “I have,” he answered
solemnly.

To foil the commandos Mike print-
ed the English edition in Finland, and
the American text in Harrisburg,
Virgina, a location he chose for its
obscurity. The colour photographs were
processed at a separate plant in Willard,
Ohio.

Then copies of the book entered this
country, and were locked up under
heavy guard at a location so secret that
at one point O’Mara demanded that not
even he be told where.

“And now that I see what has hap-
pened I know I was right to be para-
noid,” he says. “One tabloid was given
an unlimited budget to get a copy of the
book before publication. Richard Clay,
my usual printers, said a man told them
he’d been given a wad of cash and told
to get a copy. My typesetter
Florencetype said an American paper
told them it might be worth their while
to let them see something...

“Copies of the Sunday Times mag-
azine were stolen before publication by a
rival Sunday paper.

INTERVIEW

phoned to say papers have called them
trying to find out something damaging
about me.

“I’m sueing two British papers, a
French and a German one for infringe-
ment of copyright.

“Of course we had to deal with the
libel laws. We had to rephrase things,
not take things out. We tried to avoid
worrying people on the edge of it.

“Tescos cancelled their order for the
book but it’s their loss because Asda
took the Tesco copies the day after the
cancellation row broke in the papers.

“And Harrods have banned the
book.”

Mike is aware that many will react
to publication of Diana: The True Story
by saying everything is fine with the
royal family, let them get on with it. He
warns: “It was precisely that kind of
thinking that made Diana’s friends
unload.

“There is a serious problem in the
royal family which affects the succession
to the throne, and the problem is the
marriage of the Prince and Princess of
Wales. Is this satisfactory? I don’t think
so.

“Neither Andrew nor I is anti royal.
We’ve both done well publishing books
about the royal family. It’s ridiculous to
suggest that we would want to destroy
them.”

THREATENED...

The perils of publishing Diana: Her True Story

“With a book like this an author
really needs support. It’s very lonely and
very scary. He needs not just an editor.
He needs a friend. He had to work in
complete isolation. He had to stay away
from his old pals in Fleet Street and keep
completely silent about what he was
doing. He had information that was like
a time bomb. He had it for a year.”

The greatest pressure O’Mara and
Morton faced was in keeping those
secrets, with the world’s press cutting

“And there’s a court case coming
up over allegations that someone stole
pictures from the duplication house and
offered them to News of the World.
That would be stupid because News of
the World is a Murdoch paper, like The
Sunday Times.

“I’ve been doorstepped at home and
at the office. Twice we called the police
to have the pack cleared out of the
courtyard. It’s private.

“Four or five of my friends have

When did Mike and Andrew
Morton begin working together?

“I hired Andrew in 1986 to research
The ITN Book Of The Royal Wedding
and found him very, very good at getting
what you ask for. He would come back
with chapter and verse. He’s intelligent
and does his work. He tries to be honest
and get at the truth. This is very unusual
in royal reporters.

“I commissioned him to write
Inside Kensington Palace, over which he
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INTERVIEW

fell out with the Daily Star. I told him:
Youw’ll have to decide either to stay on in
Fleet Street or to leave and write a book
a year for me. If you write for me, you’ll
do rather well and become a better
writer.”

A considerable understatement.

“About a year ago he was between
books and we were discussing what to
do next. He made his first contact
among Diana’s friends and that contact
intimated that other close friends and
relations might be willing to give frank
interviews. That was around the time of
their tenth anniversary. It’s clear that all
the unctuous gunk being published at
that time made her pals sick, because
the reality was so different.

“The first person had so much
amazing stuff I couldn’t believe it. But I
heard the tapes. My reaction was we’ve

poor people,” Mike remembers. He
grew up in Philadelphia, where his late
father worked as a brakeman until he
fell off a train and broke his back. In the
caring tradition of American labour, he
got the sack. Mike’s mother, Anna, with
five children to bring up, got him a job
loading trucks in a brewery a year later.
Despite a broken back, he spent the rest
of his working life doing manual labour.

Mike at six and his brother at eight
went to work to help out.

Michael O’Mara senior was Irish
and Anna O’Mara German, but their
son identifies so heavily with the Irish
side of his family that over all these
years I'd assumed that she was Irish too.

Mike led a gang from the age of
six. “This was not for messing around.
You had to be in a gang to survive even
at that age,” he recalls. “But I would

“Neither Andrew nor | is anti royal.

It's ridiculous to suggest that we

would want to destroy them.”

got to get a lot of other people to verify
the story. We can’t go out there telling
this story without getting big league
credibility.

“I insisted that it be backed up.
Thank god I did that. We played it
totally straight. Showed it to everybody.
You can’t go around saying the Princess
of Wales tried to commit suicide with-
out being able to prove your sources.

“I knew her father from when I
worked at Weidenfeld & Nicolson,
where we published The Spencers of
Althorp. I was aware that he was a
good snapper so I phoned him and said
“You take a good snap. I shouldn’t be
surprised if you’ve taken some snaps of
your gorgeous daughter.” I told him theéy
were going into a favourable biography.
It wasn’t going to pull any punches but
it would be favourable to her. As my
mother once told me ‘It never hurts to
ask’. In return we’ve paid an advance to
the charity Turning Point and will give
some more.”

A snobbish journalist to whom
Mike wouldn’t speak called me despair-
ingly the other day. He somehow
couldn’t believe that an American work-
ing class boy had turned into London’s
currently most successful publisher.

Despite his unpleasant assumption
that it must be impossible, Mike’s has
been a surprising journey.

“We were poor compared to the
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have faced up to all the gangs in school
rather than the nuns. The one I had in
the fourth grade used to hit us with a
big stick. She’d say: “You’re a brazen
article Michael O’Mara. I’ll hammer the
lights out of you’.”

A point of view the Queen might
understand.

Mike was thrown out of Catholic
school at 11 following a dispute about
writing 500 punishment lines which
kept doubling when he refused.

“We got to about 15,000 when the
mother superior got in touch with my
mother. My mother loves her son better
than anything. Certainly better than a
gang of nuns. She tried to compromise
at 1000 but it didn’t work so I went to
public schools.”

He never liked school and made
low grades, then passed the college
entrance exams with higher marks than
anyone else. But he did like reading
Scott Fitzgerald, James Joyce, John
Cheever and Flann O’Brian, who he
now says is the funniest writer ever to
have pushed a pen in England and
Ireland. :

He was drafted and chose to train
as a medic in Scotland, then returned to
Temple University where he read poli-
tics and history. He failed to get into
American publishing so came back to
Scotland. There he joined Collins as a
junior editor.

He worked his way up through
British publishing, finally becoming
deputy chairman to Lord Weidenfeld at
Weidenfeld & Nicolson. Then he gave it
all up.

“I started my own company, work-
ing in my bedroom on an IBM type-
writer. I hardly got dressed for lunch. I
found out that I had all the time in the
world. The time you used to spend run-
ning a company, all of the rubbish of
business, isn’t there. There’s nothing to
do but think of bestsellers.”

He started with no bankers or
shareholders, indeed with no money. He
got his distributors to pay advances to
authors in return for selling his books.
He expected to make about £200,000 in
the first year but ended up turning over
£1.5 million on the strength of two best-
sellers, starting with a book about the
Queen Mum.

He says he wasn’t very interested in
the royals until Diana turned up. “From
there on it’s been a love story,” he
admits.

“I’ve published more pictures of her
than anyone in the world. You can
make something beautiful with her pic-
tures. I go through the trannies saying
the hair’s not right in this one and here
she’s too nosey. ’'m like Sam Goldwyn
with a movie star. [ want to show her at
her best the whole time.”

Lucie O’Mara, aged three, sums it
up when she watches television: “Look,
Daddy. There’s your lovely princess,”
she says.

Mike has married three times. In
1985 he married Lesley Prost, now MD
of MOM Books. They live in Stockwell
with their son, J.J., their daughter,
Lucie, and Nicola, Mike’s daughter
from his first marriage, who is waiting
to enter graduate film school.

These days he has given up playing
third base for the London Warriors
baseball team, unconvincingly claiming
old age at 47. However he follows base-
ball and American football avidly on
satellite television.

What will he and the other key
players do next after the unprecedented
bombshell of Diana: The True Story?
For Mike: “What will I do with the
money? What I always do. Put it back
into the company.”

Andrew Morton? “What Andrew
writes next will be governed by what
happens next. It will be a follow on but
we’re waiting to see.”

And, crucially, the Princess of
Wales? “I genuinely feel the book will
change her life for the better . . . time
will tell. She’ll take anything, anything
that’s different. Pm sure of that.”



EXCLUSIVE by
IAN HEPBURN

A PUBLISHER’S wife
nosed as a Sun reporter

sterday to trap- a
00K selling extracts
from Andrew Morton’s
sensational new Di book.

Brave Lesley O°Mara,
39, sprang a “sting” in
a Paris hotel after the
man demanded £30,000.

Many of Morton’s
secrets had aiready
been revealed by his

emplioyers, down-market
magazine Voici, in a
special odition.

The smare was set up
after a man calling him-
self Luis rang The Sun
on Saturday.

He offered us a 176-
page French manuscript
of Diana: Her New Life,
due to be published on

BOOK

November 8. A meeting
took place at the four-
star Concorde La
Fayette on Sunday.

A genuine girl Sun
reporter then stailed for
a further meeting at
10am yesterday.

This time her place
was taken by mum-of-
two Lesley, whose hus-
band Michael is boss of
the beok’s publishers.

Fremsh detectives pos-
ing as guests tware
watching as Lesiey was
approached by the man.
She opened a case to
show £ and he
revealedd the manuscript.

night he was

THE SUN
19 OCTOBER 1994

JIEF

As: Lesley gave a signal
police : pounced and
bundied Luis off.. Last,
awaiting
trial for theft. !

Mr O’Mara said: “l am
80 proud of Lesisy. She
pulled off a great coup
and the guy was caught,
red-handed. , r

“He claimed it was

sent to -him “anony-
mously - but. | don’t
believe that.

“A French manussript’
of the book was stoien:
some time ago.” !

A  spokeswoman for
Volei said: “it is all
rather embarrassing.”

first book. The P

The sequel to scandal

rincess absurd proportions with

Morton: ‘Bonfire’

PRINCESS Diana says
her royal role makes
her ‘the biggest prosti-
tute in the world’,
according to Voici’s
version of the new
Andrew Morton book.
She refers to herself as
the ‘Prisoner of Wales’, he
is said to reveal in the
sequel to his scandalous

reportedly built a bonfire
wxlt)g Charles at Highgrove
on which they piled all the
wedding presents neither
wanted.

After the separation in
1992, she threw out the
marital bed.

the boys ricocheting from
one treat to another.
Morton’s publisher
Michael O’Mara said that |
some of the magazine'’s
claims were right but
added: ‘There are also
substantial distortions and

The i to win
the affection of their sons,
says the magazine, reached

especially on
the question of divorce
and the legal settlement.”

DAILY MAIL

19 OCTOBER 1994
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The Directors of Michael O’ Mara Books

invite you to celebrate their

10th Anniversary

with a party on 2nd March, 1995
at
The Ivy, St. Martin’s Lane,
London WC2

6.00 pm - 8.00 pm
Drinks & Canapés

Lucy Paine
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Royal nemesis Mlchael (o} Mara says the Duchess of York, subject of his Iatesi book ‘is ]ust a dlm girl who happ

in the Royal Fa

d to marry

The pen is mightier ti

ly’ *

Photograph by JOHN LAWRENCE

an the axe

Michael O’'Mara, publisher of controversial books about royalty, tells Milly Jenkins the monarchy has had its day

“I CERTAINLY couldn’t be
called a monarchist. That would
raise some really loud guf-
faws,” admits Michael O’Mara.
He is the publisher who last
week forced the Duchess of
York into a humiliating climb-
down in her legal battle to get
a permanent injunction against
Dr Allan Starkie’s book, Fergie:
Her Secret Life.

Born in the US, he has lived
in Britain for 25 years, but says
he cannot get used to British def-
erence to royalty. “Fergie is
just a dim girl who happened to
marry someone in the Royal
Family,” he says. And of the
High Court judge who originally
put a temporary m]uncnon on
the book, he recalls: “He was
speaking in hushed tones, say-
ing he was very worried what the
Queen might think of all this. I
sat there thinking, ‘Blimey!
Where are we here?” ”

O’Mara is an old hand at ruf-
fling the Royals. He was the man
behind Andrew Morton’s Diana:
Her True Story which in 1992
blew the whistle on Charles
and Diana’s marriage, hastening
the announcement that they
were to separate.

The book was the stuff of pub-
lishers’ dreams. In its first year,
4.5 million copies were sold

world-wide, with translations in
23 languages. In O’Mara’s office
in Clapham, south London, the
shelves are lined with different
editions. Morton and O’Mara
made millions from it.
O’Mara, 52, says the secret of
his success has been to do royal
biographies seriously, with rig-
orous research and no idle spec-

ulation or tittle-tattle. “I think

Tve tried to set a new standard
in royal publishing,” he says.
“Royal biographies have to be
more like political biographies
when you are trying to give an
honest picture of someone’s
polmcal career.

“I get approached by dozens
of people who have the inside
story on something or other. But
generally speaking they are of
the Madame Vasso type and I
don’t think it’s proper to pub-
lish that kind of material.”

The Diana book radically
changed the style and content of
royal bestsellers. O’Mara thinks
readers are no longer satlsﬁed
by books based on what *
Palace source says” or “I under-
stand from a close friend”.

The book also had a profound
effect on the way the tabloid
press reported the Royals. “It to-
tally altered the landscape,”
says Andrew Morton. “The days

;] i ki \‘L
At odds: the Duchess of York and author Allan Starkie

when a tabloid editor would say-

to his royal reporter ‘I want a
royal splash for Monday and T
don’t care if it’s true’ are gone.
The Sun was commended re-
cently for the accuracy of its roy-
al stories. In a curious way the
whole mythology of monarchy
has broken down and people do
want the truth.”

The idea that O’Mara has set
a new standard in books about
the Royals might astonish the
Queen. But there was a time
when he was the Palace’s fav-
ourite publisher. When he set up
Michael O’Mara Books in 1985,

his first project was a tie-in
with ITN celebrating the Queen:
Mother’s 85th birthday. The
book was an instant best-seller.
Later, Prince Charles asked
him to do another, based on a
TV interview with him and
Diana. Again it topped the best-

. seller list for weeks.

Glossy photo books on Diana
became O’Mara’s bread and
butter. “I did books on how gor-
geous she is, what pretty frocks
she wears, hasn’t she got a nice
hairdo. That kind of thing.” He
even did a complimentary one
on Fergie called Duchess. “Good

old-fashioned royal books,” he
calls them now. But Morton’s
Diana killed off the lucrative
market in deferential royal
glossies. “I guess I kind of
spiked my own pitch,” he laughs.
“Those books are dead. The in-
dustry has disappeared.”
Royal publishing has instead
become a cut-throat industry.
Before Morton’s book came
out, the world’s press were des-

perate to get their hands on it. .

O’Mara’s office was broken into

and journalists camped outside

his Dulwich home. Fearful of

 leaks, he had the book printed

in a remote part of Finland. The
size of his operation helps with
secrecy. There are only 20 full-
time staff, including his wife,
Lesley, who is head of sales. The
Fergie book, now due out on 4
November, is still on disk, being
edited in a secret location.

But books on royals are no
longer his mainstay. He is pub-
lishing about 70 titles this year
and the Starkie book is the only
one in that category. While his
scoops may be the envy of the
publishing world, he says he’s
not interested in doing more
royal splashes.

Even though he has emerged
the victor in the battle to get Dr
Starkie’s book published, it has

left him cynical about British
law: “I'm a pretty strong free-
dom-of-speech man. I think the
power of injunction which exists
in this country is an outrage. And
there’s no chance of getting
proper freedom-of-speech laws
here because people are lined up
in a row to prevent it: MPs, the
judiciary, the Royal Family, the
establishment in general. It’s
there to protect the élite, the
super-wealthy.

“You know Fergie has had
four other, successful injunc-
tions out this year. She is be-
coming the Robert Maxwell of
the Nineties. But she was fight-
ing people who don’t happen
to have a few hundred thou-
sand pounds. I do, and that s
the difference.”

Andrew Morton thmks
O’Mara is one of a “long line of
Americans, from Wallis Simpson
to John Bryan, who's helped to
inadvertently or otherwise bring
down the House of Windsor”.

But O’Mara scoffs at the idea
that he is “the man who blew the
lid off the. monarchy”: “For
heaven’s sake!” he says. “If ever
there was a case of self-demo-
lition, it’s the House of Wind-
sor. They are such an anach- |
ronism, 100 years past their
sell-by date.”



Small publishers

raise their profile

Giles Elliott, charts manager at The Bookseller, looks back on small companies’

sales in 2003
he 2004 Butler & Tanner Book of the Year Nibbie awarded to Profile

T for Lynne Truss’ Eats, Shoots & Leaves capped what was in many ways
amemorable year for small publishers.

Profile sold 361,935 copies of Eats, Shoots & Leaves in 2003 and gained a
rare spot for independent publishers on the bestseller lists. Coming in the
same year as Canongate’s paperback edition of Yann Martel’s Man Booker
Prize-winning Life of Pi—547,727 copies sold in 2003—it proved that small
publishers could compete with the big players at the top end of the market.

A side-effect of the success of both books is that Profile and Canongate
are small publishers no more. Both saw their total sales through Nielsen
BookScan’s General Retail Market in 2003 rocket past £3m—our cut-off
point for “small” publishers on the bestseller lists on the following pages.
With more publishers such as Contender also breaking this barrier, and oth-
ers swallowed up by larger companies last year, the ranks of the small inde-
pendents have dwindled a little. But in their absence, other companies made
their mark in 2003.

Growth in the market

The bestseller lists are based on sales through BookScan’s Total Consumer
Market for the 52 weeks ending 27th December 2003. They show small pub-
lishers enjoying strong sales across all genres in what was a good year for

TOP 10 SMALL PUBLISHERS NON-FICTION

struck lucky with Sandra Gregory’s Forger You Had a Daughter, which was
taken on by the chains after wide media coverage, while Mainstream cashed
inon the film adaptation of Stan Redding’s Cazch Me If You Can.

Spotting trends

In a year notable not just for Eats, Shoots & Leaves but also the continued suc-
cess of Ben Schott's miscellanies for Bloomsbury, small publishers proved
adept in spotting market trends, and their language and humour titles sold
particularly well. Michael O'Mara was a particular beneficiary here, with 16
titlesamong the year's top 5,000 selling books.

Another niche genre to be capitalised on was critiques of US foreign pol-
icy in the wake of the war in Iraq. With the leader of this field, Michael
Moore, only outsold by Robert Atkins in 2003’s non-fiction charts, small
publishers from Atlantic to Zed took a smaller slice of the pie, with John
Pilger’s The New Rulers of the World (Verso) blazing the trail.

Other areas that continue to prove successful for small publishers include
sport, where the spread of publishers is evident again with only Milo Books
managing to get two titles in the top 10 books of 2003 from small companies.
Football was the leading sport, although Mainstream did join the party to
celebrate England’s victory in the rugby union World Cup, with Sweer
Chariot selling more than 20,000 copies in just a month.

Pos  Title Author Publisher ISBN Pub date RRP ASP Total
1 The Match Annual Hayden 1903635136 Sep 03 £6.99 £5.08 103,581
2 The Guv’nor McLean and Gerrard John Blake 1857825705 Jan 03 £7.99 £7.74 70,498
3 Forget You Had a Daughter Gregory and Tierney Vision 1904132278 Jun 03 £6.99 £6.80 61,011
4 Catch Me If You Can Redding, Stan Mainstream 1840187166 Jan 03 £7.99 £7.37 51,994
5 Shite’s Unoriginal Miscellany - © MichaelO'Mara 1843170647  Sep03 £9.99 £936 44,323
6 The Little Book of Essential ... Burgess, Emma Summersdale 1840242396 May 02 £2.50 £2.50 42,111
7 Rhyming Cockney Slang Abson 0902920049 Nov 71 £1.99 £1.99 37,282
8 The New Rulers of the World  Pilger, John Verso 185984412X Feb 03 £8.00 £7.32 33,103
9 Wihy Do People Hate America?  Sardar and Davies Icon 184046383X Jul 02 £7.99 £7.38 32971
10 Men and Sheds Thorburn, Gordon New Holland 1843303299 Oct 02 £6.99 £5.95 31,167

Top 10 small publishers by value

Constable & Robinson (3)t Phaidon (8)

OO = N

John Blake (4) New Holland (7)

Foulsham (1) Kogan Page (9)

Haynes Sutton (6) Michael 0'Mara (2)

]
O
O
|
O

Mainstream (5) Quadrille (10)

by volume position. Source: Nielsen BookScan Total Consumer Market (52 weeks ending 27th Deceniber 2003)

B ! INDEPENDENT PUBLISHERS CATALOGUE
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SEPTEMBER PREVIEWS

HARDBACK NON-FICTION
1 Himalaya
) Michael Palin (Weidenfeld) £20
2 Eats, Shoots & Leaves
) Lynne Truss (Profile) £9.99
3 What You Wear Can Change Your...
) Woodall & Constantine (Weidenfeld) £20
4 Feel: Robbie Williams
'_ Williams & Heath (Ebury) £18.99
5 Guinness World Records
(Guinness) £18
6 Winning! the Story of England’s...
Clive Woodward (Hodder) £20
7 Eats, Shites and Leaves
Antal Parody (M O'Mara Books) £9.99
8 The Two of Us
Sheila Hancock (Bloomsbury) £1799
9 SoMe
Graham Norton (Hodder) £18.99
10 Of Mice and Men: Study Guide
(Longman) £6.75

THE INDEPOWDINT FDAY
BTH DCTOATR. WVLE .



10 ExitMusic, isn Rankin '
(0kn$1099) 2588 T

“hildren’s Books - New York Times

THE ABSOL! T IARY OF A
PART-TIME INDIAN, by Sherman
Illustrated by Ellen Forney. (Little, Brown,
$16.99.) A boy leaves his reservation for an
all-white school. (Ages 12 and up)

KIDS ARE AMERICANS TOO, by Bill
O'Reilly and Charles Flowers, (Morrow,
$24.95.) What rights do children have? An
exploration. (Ages 12 and up)

THE INVENTION OF HUGO CABRET,
written and illustrated by Brian Selznick.
(Scholastic. S22, 99- ) A novel “in words and

I " an orp d thief must decipher his

father's last mcssase (Ages 9 to 12)

ANA'S STORY, by Jenna Bush. Ilustrated by
Mia Baxter. (HarperCollins, $18.99.) An
H.1.V.-positive teenager in Latin America
struggles for a better future for herself and her
child. (Ages 14 and up)

THE GIRLS' BOOK. by Juliana Foster.
Tlustrated by Amanda Enright. (Sch

$9.99.) A how-to book. (Ages 9 to 12)

THE NIXIE'S SONG, by Tony DiTerlizzi and
Holly Black. (Simon & Schuster, $10.99.)
Fire-breathing giants are on the rampage in the
swamps of Florida. (Ages 9 to 12)

IT HAD TO BE YOU, by Cecily Von Ziegesar.

Panny €47 00 ) The sarly davs of Serona Rlair

2 /1 /205%”

MWMGMB'
& DuBMWGQS)S 2964

8 msﬁumdamm
MMWMSBQQ) 1,271, i

5399). 10,146
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CHARTS: GENRE

PS, | LoveYou

Michael O'Mara sets the Valentine’s standards

PhilipStone T Guide to Being a Goddess and
T 77— GuyCampbell’s The Boys’ Book
Along with wet and windy of Survival: How to Survive
weather, February and March  Anything, Anywhere chart

are also memorable for a couple under the Buster imprint with
of annual events that give the combined sales of 15,796.
public a chance to show how Meanwhile, Blanche Ebbutt's
much a loved one means to companion etiquette guides
them—Valentine’s Day and Don'ts for Husbands and Don'ts
Mother’s Day.

Unlike the latter, and its
June companion, Father's

TOP 20 NON-FICTION HBS AT £9.99 OR LESS (FOUR WEEKS TO 9TH FEB 2008) niclscn
Author

Jor Wives (both A& C

Meanwhile, Love

Black) take third and (HarperCollins) offered
fourth spot respectively. people an opportunity to

Under the “Purple tell their partners that
Ronnie” and “Edward they were as beautiful
Monkton” monikers, as a potato, or mean
Giles Andreae appears as much to them as
four times across a biscuit, such is the
the chart. Purple SRy GUCE twisted philosophy of
Ronnie makes three Edward Monkton.
appearances with his (E°I)J"ff_l°"f But Kate Gribble’s The
Little Poems to Say I Lovers’ Book (Michael
Love You, Little Book of Love O’Mara) was perhaps the most
Poems and Little Guide to Doing  obvious gift choice over the
It (all Boxtree). period.

3 “Pos Tltle Publisher ISBN Pubdate RRP  ASP  Units
Day—both of which are : Jeffrie,Sally  Buster 9781906082130 DecO7 €799 £549 10894
increasingly considered as key Parkinsan, Judy Michael O'Mara 9781843172499 Aug07  £9.99  £9.08 8999
periods within the bookselling Evbutt,Blanche  A&CBlack 9780713687910  hn07  £299  £296 6568
calendar—Valentine’s Day still _Evbutt Blanche  A&CBlack 9780713687903 Jun07  £2.99  £296 5688
ote s - Bounty 9780753716038 Dec07  £9.99 €737 5503
exists in the Shad‘}“’s of other Waverley 9781902407456 007 995 €972 4995
gift-giving times of year. Campbell, Guy  Buster 9781906082123 Dec07 €799 €546 4902
However, looking at sales of “Gribble, Kate Michael O'Mara 9781843172857  Jan08 €999  E7.41 3,090
hardbacks withan r.r.p. of£9.99 3 ' ‘Karmel, Annabel  Ebury 9780091904999  Sep05 €899  £659 3,008
orlessin the four weeksto9th 10 Puplekonusumehmlow _ Andrae, Giles. Boxtree 9780752272719 Jan0A €299  £1.97 265
February, several titles witli a 11 Love _Monkton, Edward _ HorperColins 9780007178469 Jan05 €599 £4.9 2,567
AR 12 Great British Cooking -  Pamagon 9781407504834  Sep07  £1.99  £4.99 2,131
f]liearly allennne sinfluence make 3~ 7 or S Reardon Kate  Headine 780755343140 08 £999 €164 2046
echart. . 14 | Never Knew That About England Winn, Christopher  Ebury 9780091902070 Apr0S €999  £9.42 2,037
Michael O’'Mara—which is 15 The Rules of Moder Policing: 1973Ed — Banm 9780593060209 Ot07 999 €100 1,988
developing a strong niche in 16 Where's Bin Laden?: CIA Undercover Ed vgamgqn/ubc NewHolland 0781741106237 Sep07 €499 €465 1,977
the gift book market—is the 17501 Must-visit Destinations : - " 9780753713426 Sep06 999  £852 1919
market leader in this period. Its 18 Purple Ronnies itte Book of Love Poems  Andreae, Giles Boxtree (9780752220390  Jan02  £2.99  £188 1,878
nostalgic duo of Sally Jeffrie’s 19 1 Never Knew That About London Winn, Christopher  Ebury 9780091918576  0ct07  £9.99 €948 1874
The Girls’ Book of Glamour 4 20 Purple Ronaie’s Little Guide to Doing it Andreae, Giles  Boxtree 9780752272627 Apr01  £299  EL.77 1,719
the hands of mothers Although not
ome mot ers WI ave em on 18th March in commanding
2007 and, once again, the volume sales
g 3 ; Michael O'Mara leads of Maloney or
Purple Ronnie looks for Mother’s Day dominance  the field—and by some Andreae, gift book
distance—with Alison specialists Exley
The chart below falls too early title, using the same rules as Maloney's The Mums’ Publications had
to reflect the onslaught of the Valentine’s chart above Book. four titles in the
Mother’s Day titles in 2008, so (hardbacks with an r.r.p. of It’s four-weekly sale of chart, the most
alook at lastyear's charts may ~ £9.99 or less), there were 27,089 was some 20,979 popular of which
prove more useful. several titles with a Mother’s copies ahead of its last Mother’s Day
Although, of course, there Day link that charted lastyear.  nearest rival, which was was Mum, one of
are no strict criteria as to what Of the 20 titles below, 15may  Giles Andreae/Purple MOT“_ER‘%_ a number within
constitutes a “Mother's Day” well have found their way into  Ronnie, yet again. Exley’s catalogue
that are illustrated by Joanna
Kidney.
TOP 20 NON- FICTION HBS AT £9 99 OR LESS (FOUR WKS TO 17TH MAR 2007) niclsen som); titles in the chart may
Pos Title Publisher ISBN Pub date RRP ASP Units i 1
1 The Mums' Book: For the MumWho's.... _I_Q@!o_ney._Ahsén Michael O'Mara 9781843172468  Feb07  £9.99 €668 27,089 m;tz;hﬁigﬁ ;g::.ls%f;;o(rznd
2 Purple Ronnie’s Little Book foraLovely. . Andreae, Giles  Boxtree " 9780752225647  Feb06  £4.99 442 6110 March). Geoffrey Wheateroft:
3501 Must-visit Destinations - Bounty 9780753713426 Sep06  £999  £1.01 532 arch). Geoffrey Wheatcroft's
4 Mums:A Celebration of Motherhood  — Ebury 9780091910662 Mar07  £9.99 €194 45% Y0, Blair! (Politico’s), for
'S__Purple Ronnie’s Little Thoughts About ... Andireae, Giles Boxwee 0780752264851 feb03  £299  £12 391 example, is an interesting
6 TheMothersBook - Boxuee 9780752226293 Apr07 €599  £484 3383 choice for a loving parent,
7 Mum  ExdeyHelen_ Exley 9781861877628 Mar05  EAS0 320 326  jalthoughit may be a safer
2 ToaVery Special Mother Brown, Fam ey O7BIGISTIOG  SepQ2 A0 B303 2710 oo than Tudith Holder's The
AlitfeBook for My Mother - Exley_ 9781861871183 Jan99 €350  £259 2,241 Secret Di G old
Murm Stuff: Because Mum Knows Best Cudddwmes. M Simon&Scuster 9781847370259 Feb07 999 150 2196 Secret Diary ofa Grumpy
_TotheWorid's BestMother Exey 9781850152965 Awgz  £399 .01 1909 Woman (Weidenfeld).
2 The Book of Senior Moments * ﬂgll Shelley Michael O'Mara 0781843171645 Apr06 €999  £921 1,763 Possibly the most important
13" Mothers' Wit: Humorous Quotesan....  Vale/Rattle Prion 9781853756146 feb07  £9.99 €886 1717 piece of information for
14 The Secret Diary of a Grumpy ( OldWoman _ Holder, Judith ~ Weidenfeld 9780207851493 Oct06  £999 €637 168  retailers to know, however,
15 Lit : - ~oup OIEO19B614388  Apr06  £1.99 €697 SK2  ipaiomihepdesin the
16 Mum: __ Swerling/lazar  HarperCollins 9780007242078 Mar07  £5.99° €458 1,550 h the left h
17 Kakehashi, Kumiko ~ Weidenfeld 9780207853329 Feb07  £999 g7 1501 charton the left have a status
18 To Mum: (The Kindest of Ladies) - " Exley 9781850158394  May97 €498 401 143 Of “available” according to
19 Yo, Blairl Wheamoﬁ Geoffrey Politico’s 9781842752067  Feb07 €999  £948 1427 Nielsen BookData, at the time
Z_Q Mﬂlsl«yof ﬂnushAn R Pamragon -9750752576022 M;OZ £29%9 g £27.037 1330 of going to press.




PRESS REVIEW LIGH

Titl - . Author [ ~ Publisher Newspaper

Trickster Makes This World
In Defence of Food
Nigh-No-Place

The Mozart Question Michael Morpurgo Walker Guardian S
Broker Jenny Valentine HarperCollins Guardian
Bigldeas James Harkin Atlantic Daily Telegraph e EEEEEm
The Rowing Lesson Annelandsmen  Granta Daily Telegraph
Serious Things Gregory Norminton Sceptre ily Teleg SRR
Poe: A Life Cut Short. Peter Ackroyd Chatto Daily Telegraph .
The Wildest Province Roderick Bailey Cape Times
The Craftsman Richard Sennett Allen Lane Times -
Foreskin's Lament ShalomAuslander  Picador Times
My Favourite Wife Tony Parsons HarperColling Times
Shatter Michael Robotham Sphere Times o .
His lliegal Sedf _Peter Carey Faber Independent on Sunday
Milton AnnaBeer Bloomsbury Independent on Sunday —_—
The Wolf of Wall Street Jordan Belfort Hodder Mail on Sunday
Counting the Stars Helen Dunmore figTree. Mail on Sunday
Friday Nights Joanna Trollope Bloomsbury Mail on Sunday e —
My Favourite Wife Tony Parsons HarperCollins  Mail on
The Clothes on Their Backs Linda Grant Virago Observer
The Rowing Lesson Anne Landsman Granta Observer
The Meaning of Sunglasses  Hadley freeman Viking Observer A
The Appeal John Grisham Century Sunday Express.
Blood and Rage Michael Burleigh HarperPress Sunday Telegraph i
Starbucked Taylor Clark Sceptre Sunday Telegraph
My Favourite Wife Tony Parsons HarperCollins  Sunday Telegraph
The Second Crusade Jonathan Phillips Yale Sunday Telegraph ee——————
The Indian Clerk David Leavitt Bloomsbury Sunday Telegraph ?
Gentlemen Klas Ostergren Canongate Sunday Telegraph _—
Recondiliation Benazir Bhutto Simon & Schuster  Sunday Times
Guilty Robots, Happy Dogs David McFarland oup Sunday Times
Propitious Esculent John Reader Robert Collins _ Sunday Times T
The Indian Clerk David Leavitt Bloomsbury Sunday Times
| e o
I‘(”)ES'ZO HARDBACK NON-FICTION —_———
_Pos Last Title Author
11 Delia’s How'to Cheat at Cooking  Smith, Defia ASP__ Units B
2 3 lamieatHome "~ Oliver, Jamie 36,024 A
3 2 Jordan: Pushed to the Limit ~ Price, Katie 14,331
4 8 TheSecret v 8yme, Rhonda 1791 e
59 GuinnessWorld Records: Gamer's... — B 3393
6 6 Nigella bxp R 3 3380
V=18 Sep07  £25. o293 R
3 Dec07  £7.99 2,588
9 2312 i
; - = 2,091
N7 e : R T 2,041
2 New The Kitchen G ) T 1975 R
5 Around theWorldin 80 Gardens ~ Don, 1,895
ing Holyfield W 1,868 - S
“““““ 1465 1,848
903 1715
£1255 139 e
£6.19 1239
£1046 1,137 N
£1002 1132 -
B8R 1123




TOP 20 HARDBACK NON-FICTION ZStb/ o /o8

~ Author Publisher 1S8N Pubdate  RRP ASP Units

z
g
;a‘

11 B 9780001922290 Feb08 £2000  £1097 23372
2 2 9780718152437 Sep07 £25.00  E1531 5651
373 / 9781846052392 Feb08 £18.99 €110 3694
45 Schuster 9781847370297 Dec06 £1200  £922 2687
5 6 y 9780747582151 Apr08 1439  £1183 2628
6 New Gerﬁukag!\ 9780715637869 Apr08 €999 845 2318
7 4  JohnWisden 9781905625116 Apr08 £4000  £2754 1944
8 7 umm.Nigdla Chatto 9780701181840 Sep07 £2500 E1565 1,920
9 10 88C 9781846072833 Apr08 £1499 948 1623
10 8 C 9781904994206 Feb08 £1500  £9.00 1476

781906082130 DecO7 £7.99 609 1472
Mitchell Beazley 9781845333508 Jan08 £2000 1382  1.158
BBC 9781846072017 Mar08 £2000 £1337 1,075

9780091924850 Jan08 1499  £1033 1,045
781843172895 Jan0B £1899  £1270 1,025

16 19 Don'tsforHusbands ~ A&CBlak 9780713687910 Jun07  £2.99 1,007
17 18 Don'ts forWives. " bbuttBlache  A&CBlack 978071368703 hin07 €299 986
18 11 Home ~ Andrews, Julie Weidenfeld 9780297643579 Mar08 £18.99 , 945
19 Re Anfieldlon ~ Smith,Tommy BantamPress 9780593059586 Mar08 £1899 £1275 897
20 14 BethePackleader Milan, Cesar  Hodder 9780340976289 Mar08 £1499 €076 851
TOP 20 HARDBACK NON-FICTION 2oth  yorme. O

Pos Last Title Author Publisher 15BN Pubdate RRP  ASP  Units
11 Gordon Ramsay's Healthy Appetite  Ramsay,Gordon  Quadsille 9781844006366 May08 £20.00  £10.53 10,761

2 2 h.lplewes mm&mmm Boavee 9780752226422 May08 £499 €339 8884
33 2.6 9780752225654 May06 €499 €351 7979

; / | 9781843172505 May07 £999 €589 6931
512 The Pocket Dar 0 iden, CandH 9 9 Jun08 £1000 €617 4201
%_;5 kplo‘ft«m h, Russell Hamiyn May08 £1000  £625 3,804
76 Jamie at Home i Michael Joseph 9760718152437 Sep07 £25.00  £1556 3,744

New Westlife: Our Story H i
18 Top Gear's Midiife Crisis Cars W‘gﬂmm—
10 11 Finding My Voice Ebury
Sex and the City: The Mavie = Headine
Cheat g 3 L

9780007288120 Jun08 £18.99 £11.02 3667
| May08 £999 €678 3279
Jn08 £1899  £1264 3,021
 May08 £2000 £1267 2,944
Feb08 £2000 £11.14 2,828
g&“ £999 667 2727

£1200 €962 2614

; 5743 Nov0S £999  £736 2514
% 35 m;:.anmum 9781846052392 Feb0B 1899 1178 2.469
716 Top Gear: My Dad Had One of Those  Chapman/Porter  BBC 9780563539193 May07 £9.99 €796 2319
== 9780563539124 May08 £25.00 £1519 2,171

9780340961513 08 £2000 £1160 2,115

May 08 ) SERLROID &1
9780091918507 May08 £19.99  £11.34 2,035

19 ForgottenVoices of the SecretWar _ Bailey, Roderick  Ebuy

IS [O% [ SR
TOP 20 HARDBACK BIOGRAPHIESIMEMOIRS (YEAR T0 2ND AUGUST)

1 _Pushedtothe Limit me ler ISBN

',




- S Om e m h I I the hands of mothers Althou
0 gh not
ot erS W' ave em on 18th March in g commanding
V 5 . Zopc';iagqbonce again, the volume sales
r— urple Ronnie looks for Mother’s Day dominance ¢ 'éﬁ‘?%i%iﬁe Xfrm::egigrbook
o The chart below falls too early title, using the atanics it Al specialists Ex
s same rul ’ 2 icati ik
AAAAAAA to reflect the onslaught of the Valen%ne's chartl;l;)gwi: § g;]: i Fulicions had
————— Mother's Day titlesin 2008, so (hardbacks with ¢ 's s s
st Ao 3 ardbacks with an r.r.p. of It's four-weekly sale of h h
shssdors Vi fuls chartsmay  £9.99or }ess). there were 27,089 was some 20,979 . artl};:- efmo§t
Altho "ﬁ usfe - several titles with a Mother's copies ahead of its :)o;tn;d tl?u whieh
o s:% : of course, there Day link that charted last year.  nearest rival, which was . Mo il
constitutec c“nNt!ena asto wh”at Of the 20 titles below, 15may  Giles Andreae/Purple MOTHER FIGURES e e it e'Of
s a “Mother's Day well have found their wayinto  Ronnie, yet again - %:l:l;ber ;llthm
; s s catalogue
that are illustrated by Joanna
= Tpgl; ﬂz.o NON-FICTION HBS AT £9.99 OR LESS (FOURWKS TO 17TH MAR 2007) nicien o ies
2 “Author Publisher ISBN Pubdate RRP  ASP  Units Souieitied in o chiar tiay
) - s ook Maloey SIEBITIE Fb0T  £9%9  fees 27,089 no_tbe thg most ideal gift for
S— o L 7 97075225647 Feb06 €499 €442 6110 this coming Mother’s Day (2nd
— ) ﬁmkc&bvanonolmﬂuhood = Mm—gmg:m :g“o"; gg B0 53 P}\’dax;’h)‘. ,Ge°flf"ey Wheatcroft's
5 Ebay Mar07 6794 0, Blair! (Politico’
: mwm?&mwmm Mdfqu._@jles Boxtree 9780752264851 _&_bg_?_* gjs” 02 ;:.3: examplz. 1(: :n?:&fgé{i.:g
B C Mmuow = Boxtree 0780752226293  Apr07_ 99 £484 3343 choice f i
L T : By Helen  Exey 9181861877628 Mar05 €450 choice for a loving parent,
- BT Mu:’g’m__ “bownfon ey 9781861873606 Sep02  £4.00 e 21;:: although it may be a safer
Mother =7, Bley ,,8,85,3,[@_,__@,_9 850 2241 OPtion than Judith Holder's The
, 9781847370259 Feb07  £9.99 2106 Secret Diary of a Grumpy Old
\ Bey 9781850152965  Auwg92 €399 @01 1909 Woman (Weidenfeld).
15 W — Michae! O g;_:_:g%g% 1 %gg_ 3 gg g 176 Possibly the most important
14 ummmﬁ snnﬂotdmm Holder, Judith Weidenfeld 9780297851493 Oct06  £9.99 mf":%;‘ f;t:ﬁ of mft;(x;lmation for
s Dictionary IR0ISE6IA3E  Apr0s  £199 69T IS L auerstoknow, however,
T 970007242078 Mar07  £599  eass  1sse S thatall the titles in the
i b il 9780097853329 Feb07 €999  gsn7  ism charton the left have a status
_ e f s lng %8 iak o sceolng o
20 Mini History of BeitishArt - Para 97307515750‘2"2’"“97;97 't: ; 2:;8 : ;;; yfl ;ﬁ?,ng?: 0‘::)5:&' .
— 40 The Bookseler | 22 February 2008 e
weww. thebookseller.cot
- TOP 20 HARDBACK NON-FICTION S/ /08
o ___Author Publisher  ISBN _Pubdate RRP  ASP  Units
B V Feb08  £2000 £1046 229291
—— £1899  £1030 13554
£2500  £1531 121,875
- £1899  E971 57,558
— Sep07  £2500 £1479 49775
D - e 847370297 Dec06  £12.00 €849 33,142
£18.99 66 30352
€199 €560 27,551
2000 26,765

20 'Nuisamum  Idiot-Proof Dizt Cookbook  Knight and Thomas _ Fig Tree

9780297844501 Jan08  £20.00

Ebbutt, Blanche

_ A&CBlack

9780713687910 Jun07  £2.99

9781905490356 Jan08  £12.99

~ Publisher 15BN Pubdate RRP

3 Sml!h.beiia Ebuy 9780091922290 Feb08  £20.00

— Oliver Jamie_ Michael Joseph 9780718152437 Sep07 £25.00

Price, Katie TCentury 9781846052392 Feb08 €18.99

Julfrk.Sany _Buster 9781906082130 Dec07  E7.99

Guinness 9781904934206 Feb08 £15.00

Byme.ﬂhonda Simon & Schuster 9781847370297 Dec 06 £12.00

lawson,Nigea  Chatio 9780701181840 Sep07 £25.00

" Mantin,James_ Mitchell Beazley 9781845333508 Jan08  £20.00

9781846072017 Mar08 £20.00

9781906082123 Dec07  £7.99

Jan08 £18.99

,gmnmgsm Jan08  £€20.00

~ Ne tig! i 9780224085236 Mar08 £16.99
T A Caiiinn tha Basne Wrioht, CDickson  Hodder 9780340933886 Sep07 £18.99

61274
0 25374
24252
23,024
22,59
17,216
15,398
15,097
14,933
14,779
14,629

14179
ASP Units
dore w57 N
(54 123 ()
i 10%
£559 3653
0915 305 F
£933 2918
£1566 2531 W
£1356 1983
£1461 1,846 s
548 1759
£398 1682
£1383 1643
g5 137
€629 1314
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Original fiction Original non-fiction Paperback fiction Paperback non-fiction

1 AThousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Jordan: Pushed to the Limit, Katie Price | The 6th Target, James Patterson 1 NotWithout My Sister, Kristina Jones &
Hosseini (Bloomsbury, £11.99) 21.208. (Century, £899).31.332. (Headline. £799). 20240 Celeste Jones (Harpar Element £699). 12819

2 Remember Me, Scphie Kinsela 2 Guinness World Records 2008 2 The Good Husband of Zebra Drive, 2 Tell Me Why, Mummy, David Thomas
(Bantam Press, £1789).13,178. (Guinness World Records, £15). 5748 Alexander McCal Smith (Abacus, £899) 17630 (Harper Element, £6.99). 10621.

3 Honour Thyself, Danielle Steel 3 MMMB{M 3 Sisters, Danielle Steel 3 The Innocent Man, Joha Grisham
(Bantam Press, £1799) 6340, (Simon & Schuster, £12). 4,160, (Corgi, S6.99). 17267, (Amow, £799) 9298

4 The Appeal, John Grisham 4 Life in Cold Blood, Sir David Attenborough 4 Notes from an Exhibition, Patrick Gale 4 Blood River, Tim Butcher
(Century, £1899). 4955, (BBC Books, £20).8701. (Harper Perennial, £799) 16,356 (Vintage, £799). 7744,

5 Songbird, Josephine Cax 5 Anything Goes, John & Carcle E 5 The Secret Life of a Slummy 5 Welcome to My World, Coleen
(HarperCollins, £17.89).3392. Barrowman (Mchael OMara £1899) 3387, Fiona Neil (Arrow, £659). 15865 Mcloughlin (Harper, £799). 6,498,

& Duma Key, Stephen King § TheGirls' Book of Glamour, Sally Jaffrie. | The Visible World, Mark Siouka ¢ Piesand Stuart Maconie
(Hodder & Stoughton, £18.99) 3058, | (Buster Books, £799), 320, (Portobelio, £799). 15,412, (Ebury Press, £6.99) 6,142,

7 Lords of the Bow, Conn lggulden 7 Purple Ronnie’s Littie Book foraLovely | 7 Then We Came to the End, Joshua Fers 7 Deliver Me from Evil, Stuart Maconie
(HarperCallins, £14.99). 2,602 Mum, Gles Andrese (Boxtree, £499) 2850, | (Penguin, £799). 15,359, (Pen £699).5365.

8 Exit Music, lan Rankin 3 The Mums' Book, Alison Maloney | 8 TheWoods, Harlan Coben 2 H1am Missing or Dead, Janine Latus
(Crion, £1089). 2517 (Michael O'Mara, £999).2758. ‘ (Orion, £699). 15203 (Arow, £6.99). 3982.

9 Friday Nights, Joanna Trolope 9 My Bump and Me, Myleene Kiass 9 Crusade, Robyn Young 9 The Lost Boy, Duncan Staff
(Bloomsbury, £1899). 2325, (Virgin, £14.99).2724. (Hodder, £6.99). 15028 (Bantam, £699). 3370,

0 Matter, lain M. Banks 10 Miracles of Life, J G. Ballard () The Chocolate Run, Koomson 10 And Another Thing, Jecemy Clarkson
(Orbit, £1859). 2295, (Fourth Estate, £14.99).2.082. (Sphere, £699). 13662, (Penguin, £799). 3075.

AT LAST, SOMEBODYS
SPOKEN OUT AGAINSTALL
THOSE SILLY BOOK
AWARDS
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TR Life, helped Granta to a year-  singled out as a strong factor con-
-~ ar revenue increase of 98.7% to tributing to the group’s success. But,

thanks to 8217,&1 annual sale. arguably, the biggest i el
: antic, whose biggest seller in o

o

was Jonathan Glancey’s Spit- m e o
'he Biography which sold 37,476 * the Year category 3

igh the TCM, look set to have a

year this year with “R&J” Book

nominee, Mark Slouka’s The
ible World (Portobello). It has
dy shifted more than double the
nt of Spitfire: The Biography so
s year.

:anwhile, Tindal Street Press
well to cope with surging
and for Catherine O’Flynn’s

t Was Lost, which won the Costa bestsellers is Templar thanks to
t Book award and cu rrently its “Ology” series, with Egyptology,
ars high among the fiction best- Mythology and Pirateology all shifti

rs of 2008 (see page 5). more than 15,000 copies through the

the recent IPG Awards, Tem- a8 Te

Annual success in children’s
As both Pedigree and D C Thom-
son fall into the small publisher
category within the children’s
genre, the chart is dominated by
annuals—D C Thomson with The
Beano and The Broons and Pedi-
gree with Bratz and WWE tie-ins.
Further down the list of children’s

TCM last year. Meanwhile, Stripes N

with two wins, received high ich 199,944 and~ The number-one also enjoyed chart success last year '
se from the judges for being ‘ ‘respectively last with Holly Webb’s puppies and kitens !
adel independent. Its “Ology” while, shifting 75,532 series and Alan MacDonald’s Dirty
:s (see page 8) in particular, was last three weeks of the year Bertie publications.
com Independent Publishers Catalogue |4




