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In an age when the city's skyscrapers are getting bigger and bigger, it can be 

truly rewarding to go in pursuit of the small stuff. While the masses crowd 
around icons such as St Paul's and the Tower, there are other layers of 

London that are often overlooked. Investigate that blue plaque across the 
road and you may well find that one of your heroes lived there. Eschew the 

overpriced gastro pubs in the leafy suburbs, and find that they back on to the 
ghost platform of an abandoned railway. 

 
The Seven Noses of Soho is a fascinating and alternative guide to London 

and its many lesser-known oddities that hide in plain sight.  
 

Jamie Manners is a librarian who writes about architecture and London on his 
blog The Baedeker Raids, in which he records journeys in the footsteps of the 

great critic Ian Nairn.  
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